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Tuder the old law, holders had to pay £4 a
year for a license, and it was in force for ten
years.

"I'we PrEaize (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) : From
Fyear to'year.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the language of the clause right
through asswmed thet a terin was mentioned.
He though the words should be the same =g
in Clause 12, where it said, “[t shull bein force
for ono yenr from the date thereof.”

Mge. LEAKE suid it was also evidently in-
tended that business licenses should refer to
lnnds outside townships. It was surely never
intonded that a msan who hetd o business
license should squat down upon a piece
of land, that would ultimately becowe a
vuluable site in a thriving township, and get
for next tv nothing whab another man would
have to puy for “through the nose” He
thought the ¢lause conld not be satisfactorily
dealt withwithout consideralle thought.

Tne ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that progress be reported, and
lenve asked to ait again.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sib
again.

ADJOURNMENT. '

TI'he Hoyse adjourned at 9-20 o’clock p.m.

Legislative Assembly,

Tuesduy, 20th August, 1895.

Petition gf Settlers in the Blackwood District re
Rattway Route—Use of Drudge on the Cawning
Ricer—Leyislation ve Ground Termin and Bird
Pests— Raitway and Theatre Refreshment Rooms
Licensing Bill ; veport— Marvied Waomen's Pro-
perty Bill ; in committee— Depositing Stone, §e.,
in Ricer at Rocky Bay; Legislative Council's
amendivent ; in committee—Eatimates, 1895-90 ;
in conmiittee—Crown Suity Bill : first reading—.
Seale of Goods il first reading—IFree Railway
Passes Cranted, 1894-05—Adjourmunent.,

Tug SPEAKER took ihe chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.
PraveRs.

PET1ITION OF SETTLERS IN BLACKWOOD
DISTRICT re RAILWAY ROUTE.

Mr. HARPER, on behalf of Sir J. G, Lee-
STiekk, presented a petition, signed Ly My,
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Refreshment Rooms Bill.

G. M. Williams and other settlers in the
Blackwood district, praying that the route of
the Blackwood railway should be wid Brook-
hampton and Thompson's Brook.

Petition read and ordered to be printed.

UBE OF DREDGE ON THBE CANNING
RIVER.

Mr. RANDELL (for Mr. James) in accord-
unce with notice. asked the Director of
Public Works (1) the time during which the
dredge “ Black Swen ” had been employed on
the Cunnping River; (2) the work done, its
cosat, and the object for which it had been—
and was being done; (3) the amount of work
to be done, and the timo expected to be taken
in doing it.

THY, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon.H. W. Venn) replied as fellows:—(1)
Since August, 1892, to date; or, say, three
years exactly. (2) Work done—7,250
lincal feet, or albout one and two-fifths miles
of chanuvel dredged to a minimum depth of
about 4ft. at low water, with the exception of
gome silted up puatches, which will reguire
further deepening. Thischannel has been piled,
staked, and wattled throughout the greater
part of i1ts length, and wherever deemed
necessary, Minor aceessory works have been
executed in the way of general improvewents.
The lubor has becn practically all conviet.
(3}, Cost to date, £3,113.

r¢ GROUND VERMIN AND
BIRD PESTS.

Me. PIESSE, in accordance with notice,
agked the Attorney-General whether it was
the intention of the Government, during thie
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session of Parliament, to introduce s measure

dealing with the destruction of ground
vermin and bird pests.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) replied that the Government had no
intention of introducing a measure of the
character referred to in the question of the
hon. member.

RAILWAY AND REFRESHMENT ROOMS
LICENSING BILL,

REFONIT.

Upon the reading of the amendments made
in conunittee,

Twe ATTORNEY-GENEERAL (Hon 8
Burt) woved that the amendment made in
Cluuse 1 bu not agreed to. He said thin



Married Women’s Properly Bill.

amendment was rendered unnecessary by the
furm in which the Bill had passed through
Committee.

Motion put and passed, and the amendment
struck ount accordingly.

Remainder of Committee’s amendments
agreed to and report adopted.

Mgr. RANDELL asked the Attoru.y-
Genernl to have the Bill reprinted with the
numerous amendments, so that hon. members
might see a fair priot of the Bill before the
third reading.

Tue SPEAKER &nid he approved of the
suggestion in its application to Bills gener-
ally, when amended ; and the idea had often
oceurred to him that such a course would be
converient, as n general practice, so that hon,
members might see each Bill in its amended
form before the third reading.

Ordered, that the third reading be made an
Order of the Day for Thursday, 22nd
August,

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROI’ERTY BILL.
LN COMMITTEE,

Clause 1:

Agreed to.

Clanse 2— Costs muy be ordered to be paid
out of property, subject to reatraint on anti-
cipation ™ :

Mg. TAMES asked why the word “woman”
wans used in the second line, and whether
there was an object in sv using the word.

Tur ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said this Bill had come down from the
Upper House, where it was introduced by a
private member; but althvugh he (the Atior-
ney-Geeneral) had promised to introduce the
Bill juto thia House, he had not studied its
provisions closely, 'The word * wowman™ in
this Bill meanta married woman.,

ME. JAMES moved, as an amendment, that
the words ' pgainst » woman or” be inserted
after the word * instituted,” in the first line.
The rule provided in the cluuse should apply
to both cuses.

Amendment put and pussed.

Cluuse, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 3 and 4:

Agreed to,

Clause 5—* Short title”:

Mg. JAMES expressed regret that uno pro-
vision was made in the Bill for mevting whab
he regarded us n scandalous omission in the
English Act, which permitted & warried woman
who had u large separate incowe to keep it
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from the reach of creditors, instead of paying
her just debts. Married women were, under
the English Act, given a very wide protection
aa concerned property of which they had not
got the power of disposal; but the law went
further, for a married woman might have a
large income which could not be got at hy
creditors for the paymeunt of her debts, and
there was no menns provided by which appli.
cation conld be made to a judge for anm order
to apply part of the income in such case for
the purpose of paying the woman's debts.
He regretted that ne provision was made in
thia Bill for dealing with such a scandalous
state of things.

Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. 5. Burt)
suggested that, if the hon. member desired to
propose an amwendment in the direction, he
might move to report progress.

On the motion of Mzr. JAMES, progress
wag reported and leave given to sit aguin,

DEFOSITING STONE, &c., IN RIVER AT
ROCKY BAY.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S MESSAGE—IN COMMITTEL.
Message further considered.

Tae DIEECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was necessary that
this House should present a reply to the
message received from the Upper House. Ho
therefore moved that the following reply be
forwarded to the Legislative Council:--In
reply to Message No. 1 from the Legislative
Council, the Legislative Assembly acguaints
the Legislative Council that it appointed a
Select Commilitee to enquire info the matter
referred to in the said message, and the Com-
mittee has repurted—* That, ia the opinion of
the Committes, no further encroachment in
the frontage should be made or allowed by
tipping sand cr stone into the river than
would be shown by a line drawn parallel with
the yellow line as shown on chart No. 3,720,
being at least 10 clear feet within the said
yellow line,” and that the Legislative Assembly
agrees in the above report.” He saidit wonld
be well also to send with the reply the chart
veferred to in the motion.

Question put and passed.
Resolution veported.
Report adopted.

Ordered, that the resolution be transmikted
by Message to the Legislative Conneil.
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IN COMMITTEE.

Detrte upon Sir John Forrest’s motion—
that the first vote, “His Excellency the
Governor,” stand al £1,446— resumed.

Mg LEAKE: In referring to the Budget
proposuls of the Government at this stage, T
take it that it is nob desirable that hon. mem-
Lers should dwell ab unnecessary length upon
the detaiis of the Estimates, and, therefore,
guided by that rale, they can shorten tho dis-
cussion on the first item in a very material
manuer., Certuinly I shall reserve for myself
the privilege of eriticising the Estimates, and
particulacly the estimates of the Public
Works and Kailways Department, somewhat
minutely. ‘These BstimatesIfind, ufter carcful
examination,do not materially differ from Esti-
mates of previons years, except in this respect,
that the departments are larger, und conse-
quently there are more salaries to be paid, and
there is this, new departure, that sums are
being voted out of the revenuc for the pur-
poses of public works. That suggestion, I
think, cime from the Oppesition side of the
House duving last session, and [ am glad to
think that the Government have scen fit to
adopt it. 1 am sorry that the hon. wmember
for West Perth shonld ridicule the idea. I
suy again that it was o principle which was
urged with consideruble force on this side of
the House, and ~ parlicularly when we were
criticising the loan policy of the Government.
[ cannot, therefore, but ndmit that, so far as
this principle is concerned, there is little in
these Budget proposals for hon. wmembers to
cavil at, and I think most hon. members
desire to acknowledge that the Government
are right when they are right, and to attack
themouly when members finda proper opening.

Mge. StMpsoN: Hear, hear.

Mg. LEAKE: Therc is no such opening for
hon. members on this side of the House. With
regard to the general priuciples disclosed by
the Budget, hon. wewbhers on both sides of
the House cannot bubt congratulate them.
selves, and congratulate the country, upen
the enormous increase that appears to have
been made during the last 12 months. It is
furtunnafe, indeed, that circumstances allow us
to be us libernl na it is proposed that these
Estimates shall be, rnd 1 congratulate the
country most heartily upen its sound Boancial
position. Circminstances such as these should,
and [ have no doubt will, be taken ail-
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vantage of by Parliament, and it is satie-
factory thut, at any rate for the time being,
the policy of borrowing is checked or sus-

pended. Lut the Government have still tha
vpportunity of riding what appears to he

their fuvorite bobly, that of apending woney.
‘Well, the only question wa asw hon. members
to consider is this—Is the expenditure justified
and merited in tho particular circumstances ?
There ia one point which occurs to me in the
consideration of these Budget proposals, and
it is one which hon. membears have heard of
before and will hear of again hefore this
session closes, or, at any rvate, Lefore this
Parligment comea to an ond, and it is thia,
that we ghould be mors liberal thun we have
been in regard to our taxation ; and I afficm
nost positively that had these Kstimates becn
before Parlinment at the time when the Tariff
proposals of tha Government were passed, thore
would bave been less diffeully io extending
the schedule of the Bill, and placing certain
articles ou the free list, and in adopting the

“puggestion which 1 made, to reduce those ad

valorem duties of 20 per ceut. und 25 per cent,,
which at the present moment are undoubtedly
a drag upon the comumuivy. We siould have
bad a grenter opportunity of reducing the
cost of liviug, and the costs afl round, had we
known what the Budget proposals of the
Government in detail were to be. 1 am wmore
convinced than ever of the necessity for the
reduction of our Customs taxation, and parti.
cularty am L moved in this divection when I
consider the estimate of the revenue for the
ensuing year ; and whilst the Premier congra-
tulates himself upon s certainly large in-
crense, and he desires also to be on the
safe gide in under-esbimating the revenue for
the ensuing year, I cannot but express the
opinion, which [ know T aw supported in by
wany hon. members, that the gurplua revenus
for the next year will considerably exceed the
Hon, the Prewmier’s estimate, and will excoed it
by n far greater sum than onght, under the
circumstances, to appear. I have often heard
the hon. member for Geraldton say it is not
gafe to prophesy unless you know, but T shall
nof be surprised if we find on June 30, 1896,
that the Hoo. the Treasurer is able to inform
the country that he has a sarplus of £200,000,
or £250,000. 1 only hope my prediction will
be readised, and hon. members will not, I
am sure, lame me for being over-enthusiastic
or over-hopeful ; but thereis nothing what-

; ever to show that the progress of the country
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isbeing hindered in the slightest degree.
On the other hand we have evidence to con-
vince ua that our progress is really ouly jost
beginning, and that we inust during next year
continue at our present rate orat o yreater
rate of progress than we are at present ex-
periencing. In many departments there are
increases of salaries, and, whilst on this sub-
ject, I wonld express a desire to see some rule
luid down with regard to the different ap-
poinments in the public service. Instend of
having these £10 a year increases, [ would
much prefer to see attached to each office o
certain fixed salary, by which means the
service of man worthy of the whole
of the salary wvoted wouid be secured.
The present iden of giving an increase of £10
or £15 a year cannot be satisfactory to the
Government. It is unsatisfactory to hon.
members, and it must indeed be unsatisfuc-
tory to the clerks. I am certain that Minis-
ters must be beset just before the session
begins with repeated and frequent applica-
tions for increases, and in order to smooth
matters over, I have no doubt that they pro-
mise an increase of £10 or £15, and so the
vnfortunate applicant is satisfied for the
moment. Of course we cannot settle the
question in a debate of this kind, but I throw
out the snggestion to the House, as well aa to
the Ministry, und if hon. members agree
with me, we may succeed in pass-
ing some resolution which would have
the ecffect of establishing some rule
bringing this idea into operation, It
will be admitted by hon. members, if they
take the trouble to examine eritienlly and
closely the Fetimates of the public service,
that the junior clerks are meore than suffci-
ently paid in comparison with higher officers.
For instance, a lad just lenving school is
fortunate cnough sometimes to get o salary
of £100 a year. T notice the Hon. the Premicr
shakes his head, but the phrase “just leaving
school” may, after all, be accepted with
certain qualifications ; but we find that boys
get very fair remuneration for the services
they give to the State, whereas men who
have been in the Service 10 or 12 years are, as
compared with those boys, underpaid. 1
hope hon. members understand that I am
not. tnising this question with wuny view of
adversely criticising these Islimates, but
rather to assist the Government in establish-
ing what should be a proper basis of favor.
Regarding the proposed increases, I wish to
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make reference to the Medical Vote. A new
departure in the Medical branch of the public
service wna recoguised lnst session by the
passing of the Medical Act, and I find that
no alteration is proposed in the Katimates,
and that there is nothing to indicate
whether the Medical Bourd contemplated by
the Act has been uppointed, or is abt work
already; and we cannot gather whether
the hospitals are under different control
to what they were laBb year. I think
I am right in saying that one of the arguments
in favor of the Medical Board was that the
hospitele would be taken ous of departmental
control, and placed under the control of that
Board, which was to be appointed, in the first
instance, by the Government, and that under
the Act those who were willing to subscrile
towards the support of the hospitals would
have o voice in their management. Posmbly
durivg the progress of the items through Com-
mittes, the Premier will be able to give hon.
members some information on this very
important subject. The Police Department
hns npeccsaary ncrenses proposed to° a
considerable extent, but nolt so moch
as I would have expected. 1 shounld
have thought it was necessary to appoint
more [nspectors and Sub-Inspectors than ap-
pear to have been appointed. The districts
are increasing, the aren to be covered by the
police is far greater thum ever it was, and
their responsibilities are correspondingly in-
crenging. In order there"ore that the dutics
of the police should be efficiently discharged,
I should have thought more of the oflicera 1
have referred to would have been appointed.
1f it is determined to inerease the number, I
hope great care will be taken in the choice of
officers. I mnderstand, that under the existing
regulations, Inspectors und Sub-Ingpectors are
placed on the sume foobing as comnmissioned
officers. Iam pglad to sce that the Commis-
sioner of Police hasan incrense in his salary
proposed, for [ think that officer does his work
well, We know ho is a painstaking officer and
hus had very cousiderable experiencein the
managcement of the police affaira of the coun-
try. T think that if seme arrangement could
be made whercby detcctive officers from this
colony might spund some time in the other
colonies, and that we might import some
detectives from Melbourne and Adelaide apnd
eugage them for o few mouths here, good
resnlts woald ensue by the consequent inter-
change of views und opinjons. We know that,



606 Estimates 1895-96.

amongst the very desirable persons who are
eoming to the colony, there 13 a fair pércent-
age of the undesirable class, including the
spieler—I think he is known by that name--
the adventurer, and the gentleman who lives
by his wits, 'They dress in the height
of fashion, and are not known either to
the local police or to the people; but
if the suggestion that T make is adopted,
these gentry
to the police directly through our own force,
erindirectly though the Melbourne or Adelaide
forces. That, after all, is a departmental
matter ; but I think it is quite within the pro-
vince of hon, members to make such sugges-
tions, and I trust the cne I have made on this
question will be considered. Prison discipline
was referred to by the Attorney-General last
sexdion, when the hon. gentleman promised
that the question would be locked inte, as
well a3 the question of the remission
of sentences ; but I do not find that any fregh
rules have heen established. Indeed I heard
the other day of a man whose sentence of
death wos commuted to penal servitude for
life, or for 20 years, who was, after a short
period of seven or eight years, set at liberty.
That is a fact, but for obvious reasons I shall
not mention the mame. A hardened and
bloodstained ¢riminal should be kepf in prison
and not be allowed to come cut after serving
only a few years, and possibly repeat the
offence which led to his previous incarcera-
tion. This qusestion of prison discipline and
the remission of 'sentences is infinitely more
important than hon, members are aware of,
and it would astonish them if they knew the
leniency which is extended towards those men
who are sentenced to long terms of penal ser-
vitude. 1speak with authority, because I was
not practising ns Crown Prosecutor in the
Supreme Court for upwards of twelve years
without acquiring some knowledge of the
subject. 'The Attorney-General recognised
the value of what I said last session, when he
promised that the matter would be thoroughly
considered, and the rules amended. I hope
the hon. gentleman will be able to assure
us that he has carried out his pro-
mise. The hope was expressed last ses-
sion that we had very nearly seen
the Iast of the Rotinest Establishment Vote,
and that the natives kept there might be
kept ab work in their own districts, and I hope
the time is not far distant when that prison
will be closed, so that the delightful island
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might be put to better use. As a health
resort it cunnot be excelled in the country, but
&0 long aa it is kept for a public prison, the
wighes of the majority of the people to ¢convert
it to o proper use cannot be carried out, and I
shall certainly ask a few questions on that
head when the proposed vote is discussed.
With vegard to the vole for charitable in-
stitutions, some important statements will be
made. I was told recently thatin one of the
Industrial Schocls, either in or near Perth,
the boys and the girls were kept together.
I heard that om fairly good nuthority, and
on that suhject the Hon. the Premier may
expect: to be asked a few questions. 1 do
not eay that the whole matter cannot be
explained, but the principle of keeping the
boys and girls in these Institutions together,
does not seem to be a good one. Although it
is not wy intention to criticise the details
of these Estimates, I really cannot refrain
from referring to one item, and that is
uader the heading of Defences, as follows ;—
“ Field Day Expenses and State Cevemonials,
£2,866.” Now what in the name of goodness
can this refer to?

Tee Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): The
pay of the volunteers for paradea. .

Mg. LEAKE: How does that come under
the heading of State Ceremonial? This is
what may be called the thin end of the
wedge for the establishment of a paid foree
of Militia.

Tue Prenter (Hon. Sir. J. Fovrest) : It has
been voted every year.

Meg. LEAKE: But Iast year it was only
£237; mow it ia proposed to spend £2,856.
If we are going to burn gunpowder and
hoist flags to the extent of £2,856, wo shonld,
indeed, have some imposing ceremonials, State
and otherwise. The Bureau of Agriculture.
and the Agricultural Bank come in for a
fair share of patronage, and particularly the
Agricultural Bank, for which £1,129 is asked.
From the returns furnished regarding this
institution, it will be seen that it has .cost
several hundreds of pounds to keep it going,
and as a matter of fach not £200 has been
lent yet. If it has cost us £570 to lend
that amount, how wmuch will £1,129 assist
us? L am afraid this institution is not
going to Le the success which hon. members
who assisted in the passage of Lhe Bill
anticipated it would be.

Tue Prmrer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): You
will zes by-apd-by.
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Mr. LEAKE: Of course, we shall be met
with the argoment that we mnat give the
institution n trial, but it is curious that in
nine or ten months we find it js not even
suggested that it is likely to pay its way.
Any one who went into the figures knew it
could not, and now we find from the returna
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of the work the bank has done, that it has -

not a ghost of o chance of paying its way,
and that it must be kept up at considerable
expense to the country. The only remedy
for this is to-repeal the statuts, but the
time, I adinit, bas not yet arrived for taking
such o course. I am hot prepared to say that
next session would be soon enough, but the
present is soon enongh io direct the atten-
tion of hon. members to the methods of
administration in connection with the Bank,
and so avoid hon. members having the excuse
to offer, should the repealing Bill be intro.
dnced, that the whole question is so entively
new to them that time must be given them to
cousider it. I nsk hon. mewmbers to accept the
warning for what it is worth, for that is the
prediction that the Bank will in the course of
the next few years be proved to bean absolute
and total failure. The method of col-
lecting fees in the varions departments ia
not as sutisfactory ag it mighe be, and in order
to avoid the necessity of 80 much money being
handled by clerks, the Governnent will do
well if they introduce n systen of stamps.
This would apply particularly to Supreme
Court fees. The fees for filing affidavits, for
instance, are at present collected Ly the
clerks, and there is absolutely no check at all.
No Auditor-General will go through the file to
find out how many affidnvits have been filed
during the week, and there are many docu-
xnents which are simply lodged in the office to
he senled and taken away again. A fee ia
paid in cash for this, but there is nothing to
show that it has been paid. If the practitioners
had to purchase stamps, there would be an
absolute check on the clerks, while the
sanme prineiple might apply to the Poat
und ‘l'elegraph Department. It is in
force in the other colomies, and I see no
reagon why 1t should not bo adopted hera.
Tt is in force in the other colonies, and causes no
inconvenience to the general public. The
next branch of the public service to which I
wish %0 refer is that of the Commissioner of
Railways. I notice that a very materinl
alteration is proposed to be made, nnd I am
rather surprised that the Hon. the Premier
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did not think fit to refer to it in his speech
the otherevening, [ refer to the division of
the Departments of Railways and Fublic
Works. Itappears from the Hstimates that
such a course ia contemplated, and that it is
intended to place these Departments under
separate contrel. At uny rate, we find there
is an Under-Secretary for Railways at £500 a
yoar, and an Under-Secretary for Public
Works at £450 a year. The only inference 1
can draw ie that it ia intended to separate
Works and Rajlways. U think that ‘s a mova
in the right direction, and will, perhaps, in
the future, be the means of avoiding such
collisions as we koow have occurred in
the past. 1t is diffieult to say anything
on this question unti! we have heard
what the Hon. the Commisaioner himseclf has
to say upon the subject, und T can ussurc him
that hon. members will ba perfectly prepared
to criticise any statement he may make upon
the adninistration of his department generally.
It would neither be fair nor generous to deal
with the matter nntjl the Hon. the Com-
missioner has had an opvortunity of saying
something. I see it is proposed to introduce a
new officer, in the person of an architect. I
alwaye thought we had one. That evidently
means the establishment of 1 new branch in
the Works Departmient. Then we come to
Works nnd Buildings. Fon, members will see
what the Government proposals are in this
direction, with regard to expenditare out of
revenne upon public works. That is, how.
ever, a question we cannot very well deal
with unless we go into detail. T may
say this at once, there are some districts
in the colony that have no ground whatever
for complaint, Fremantle, Perth, and o few
other placas get the lion’s share. Albany only
geta £500 fora drill shed, for of convae the
quarantine station ia of no local advantage.
The buildings there are in the general interest,
and to preserve the colomy from contagion,
Large expenditure has been promised I sce, to
York, Northam, Newcastle and Beverley.
They are each to have a new court-house. Wao
shall probably have some explanation on that
point. We find too that Perth is to have new
Police and Supreme Courts. Whilst on this
subject I would like to suggest to the Director
of Public Works, that the new Police Court
and the Supreme Court might well be under
the aame roof, I do not sec any necessity for
separate buildings, and if it is proposed to
spend £2,000 in keeping op the present Police
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Court, I do not think the money will be well
spent. The picce of land apon which it now
stands is fur too valuable, and might well be
put to better uses. I hope before the Govern-
ment attempt uny more improvements on that
site, they will consider the advisabilily of re-
moving the Police Court altogether. If there
is to be a new Supreme Court House, I venture
to suggest the old one would suit the purposes
of the Police Court admirably, and it has the
advantnge of being nenr thelockup. I could
detain hon. members for a grveat length of
time, if it were thought desirable to criticise
these matters in detail. I do oot know
whether the necessity has arisem, but it is
evidently the intention of the Government to
erect Agricultural Halls all over the country.
I notice that nearly every district in the
colony comes in for something like £250 cach.
What reclamation in Fremantle and Perth is
to be, wa do mot knmow, although £5,000
is proposed in each instance. The develop-
ment of the goldfields and our other miperal
resoucces is allotted £30,000. We ahaill want
some explanation, seeing £102,000 odd have
already been spent om the water supply. I
soppose thia £30,000 is not meant for water
supply. I doa’t think this would be an
inopportune time to ask how much the
department has lost. Hon. members will
remember that just before the close of the
session last yenr we were told the depnrtment
had lost £50,000. I shouid like to know, in
view of the fact they have epent £102,000, how
much the department have losh, because if they
have really lost mothing it is o matter for
congratulation. I notice roads and bridges
have received a considerable amount of
atiention. York gets a good share in a new
bridge, new court house, and new post office
I should like to know what York has done to
deserve all this attention. 1 see it is proposed
to replace that remarkable piece of engineer-
ing, the York svspension bridge, by & more
substantial structure. In the Department of
the Minister for Mines there is very naturally
congiderable increase, which cannot be
wondered at. I awm certnin that when hon.
members come fto deal with thie department
they will deal with it very liberally. We
must consider the very great disndvantages
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their assistants, who labor on the distant
goldfields, where there is very little civilized
life, and where they are away from everything
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that s cnleulnted to make life cheerful. I
think we should not be too niggardly in seek-
ing toinduce the best inen to accept these very
undesirable hillets. © A new deparlure secems
to have been made in connection with the
Education Department. ‘1here was a vote of
£500 passed last year for technical education,
among other things, That does not appear to
have been epent. [ eee tho Government now

‘snggest that we vote £1,000 for the same

object. Upon that subject I shall heartily
gupport the Government, because I think
technical education, if directed in the proper
charucel, cannot but do the higheat possible
good. 'Fo educate children in some method,
to teach them thinge that will bLe wseful in
after life, ir anl should be  the aim of every
good Government. Some of us were at a
meeting last night in the Town Hall, where
we heard of the good work done by a certain
number of ladies in this town, who devote
their time to nursing the sick and wounded.
I do not think—and [ say this with all
sincerity, and with as much force ns I can
sommand —that we cannot do hetter than teach
our children the principles of “first aid to
the wounded,” thatis, to treat ordinary ills,
how to treat cuts and wounds and broken
limba. I consider that should be a part of
every person’s education. No one who travels
ahout can fail to be struck with the vast
nmount of ignorance, which the peneral public
display with regari to assisting their fellows
in times of suffering. MHow many of us are
theve in this House, I wonder, who could stop
a bleeding wound, or bind a broken limb, I
do not suppose there are wmore than two,
which shows that our eduncation has been
sadly neglected. Thisguestion of ¢ firat aid
to the sick and wounded” ia one that might
well be considered when the Minister explains
the vote for technical educasion. I hope
that soine hon. members who know more
about this snbject than I do will take the
matter up, and urge it npon the Government
with as wuch force as possible, because if we
teach our children to be hmmane we teach
themn to be good men and women. The Tost
and Telegraph Department is abont the lnst
on the list, and, of course, we find tho expendi-
ture has incrensed enormously. The Post and
Telegraph Department is likely to come in for
adverse criticism during the debate, and itis a
pity that the Minister who has control of that
department is not for the time being a mem-
ber of this Houae, in order that he might hear
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the enticisms of hon. menbers.  1do not refer
merely to criticsms from this side of the
Honse, but from the other side alse, for
there are hon. members there who take an
equal interest with us in the affairs of
the conntry, and who are not satisfied with
the administration of the Post and Telegraph
Deparbinent, whe would like to see some
reform. I refer particularly to what seems to
me¢ to be the niggardly spirit of those who
have the rontrol of that depnrtment. [ refer
to those unfortunate telegraph operators who
spend from cight to twelve, or perhaps more,
hours u day transmitting most important
messages all over the colony, ns well as outside
the colony. How i1l they are paid. I find
there are no less than ten who receive only
£110 a yenr, and six others receive only £100
a year. That is uot the way to get good work
done. If there is any deparkmeni of the
public service which is underpaid, it is the
Post and T'elegrnph Department, and particu-
larly the Telegraph Department. The
operators are men who huve bhad to spend
four or five years qualifying them-
selves for their position, nnd then they
find their services valued at from £100
to £190 a year. The chief operator obly
gets £200 a year, yet these men are sup-
posed to have some koowledge and scientifie
gkill. [ dourge the Government to be more
libeval in this dircetion, because these tcle-
graph operntors not only require ko be skilful,
but they must be trusted, not only by the
Government, but by the business people of the
country. If we do not pay them well, per-
haps they will not be able to afford to he
honest. When we hear of leakage in connec-
tion with the Telegraph TDepartment, it is a
sign that somcthing is wrong. [ am not
accusing the Department »F giving informa-
tion ontside, but one enmnot shut one’s ears,
and one hears that valnable information haa
crept ouk of the Telegravh Departinent.  That
oughtnot to be, and the cure for snch 4 thing
is to have not only efficient but trusiworthy
men in charge. The Postal and Telegraph
Department was never oxpected to be a
directly remunerntive Department, yet it
seems to me that the Postmaster-General
has wnde it his pride to make the
returns a3 nenrly balance as
We de npot want that. He

been told to make his
but he has been told to make his d.opart-
ment efficient; and so far as he made it

has never
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efficient he would not be hindered by the votes
of hon. mambers, I have attempted to refor
to the items that scemed to me wost import-
ant, Iregretif I have been somewhat tedious,
and if I have tired hon. members, but it is just
13 well, when considering the Kstimates gener-
ally, to intimate what our particular line of
criticiam will be. As I have intimated, | shall
not fuil to agk Ministers for full and explicit
information upnn several points in the Ean.
maotes. Again I say the Government have
followed n proper principle in endenvoving to
advance our public works out of revenue. I
hope the present Government, or whatever
Government may be in power, will be able to
carry oub the policy which seems now to huve
been inaugurated in earnest.

Me. ILLINGWORTH ' I did not expeet to
have to speak at the present moment. [ fully
expected some hon. wember or other om the
Government side would have been prepared
to express his views upon this subject. [ did
not expect that two speeches wounld have to'be
made on Lhiz side of the House immediately
following cach other. [ presume that hon.
members on both sides of the House are fairly
well satisfied with the financial condition of
the country. It is hard to cavil when you
have too much money in your pocket-—at any
rate to cavil about the moncy part of it. 1In
discussing the Budget Speech of any country,
it is desirable that the House shonld take a
fair view, and give some serious consideration
to the position the countryis in, and the ten-
dency of ite drift. From this standpoint only
I would ask the House to bear with me while
I make o few remarks. Firstof all, I desire to
congratulate the Ministry, and this House,
and the country, upon the success of the year
that has just pagsed. [t has been o year that
has exceeded the most sanguine anticipations of
the hon. memhers of this House, even thuse of
ue who on this side of the House considered the
revenae under-estimated last yeur, even we
hardly expected to seo so great » surplus as
that to which sttention has been called. The
general prosperity of the colony shows that
we are advancing ton position of which we as
the people of the celony may well ke prond.
[ am not surprised that Ministers, placed as
they are by the circumstances of the ease
as governors of the country, through its first
great increase and proaperity, should feel
something of pride in the success cthat has
attended their efforts, and in the success
which the country has achieved while they
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have been in power.
danger arising out of this very succese—a
danger of supposing thot this kind of snecess
will continue, and continue in the sune ratio,
when all experience telle us it is necessary to
be careful of this particnlar standpoint
Becouse we have a eurplus revenue, there is
20 reaton why we should he ox-
travagant., T have to congratulate the
Government that they have checked what I
supposec would he to them, ns to other mem-
bers, & temptation to go into Invish expendi-
ture, in conseguence of finding { hemselves with
a large surplus. [ think there has been n wise
and judicious curbing of the natural tendency
urisibg out of the circumstances in which we
are placed. T am pleased that the Govern-
ment, and the Treasurer particalarly, seem to
have laid hold of the fact that it is desirable
to discount the future, and that they have
endeavored to curb expendifure in that direc-
tion. There was one remnrk the Premier was
plensed to make in his speech, the other even-
ing, which did me an injustice. I do not
believe he hod any intention of doing me, or
anyone elee, an injustice. [THE PrEmree:
Hear, hear.] We all know the kind heart of
the Premier, and know he would not do any-
one an injustice if he knew it. In that
brilliant specceh to which we listened, he snid
the hon. member for Nannine had told him « it
was an easy thing to estimate the revenue
of a country.” Well, that is not quite
what I said. What I did say was this,
that any man who had had a commercinl
training, and who was accustomed to deal
with iwports and exports, could easily calen-
tate the prospects of the revenue from the
Custom House. That is quite a different ques-
tion. It iscomparatively easy to estimate the
revenue from Customs, but it would be very
unwise and foolish to say that I, not having
the facts or figures before me, could easily
estimate the revenue of & country. But any
commercial man could have told the hon, the
Premier, lnst year, that be had under esti-
mated the revenue from Customs hy at least
£100,000, and I tell the Hon. the Prewmier
agnin that he has this year under.estimated
the revenue from Costoms by atleast £100,000.
Whether the Estimates in every departmentg
will show the eame increase that they have
done in the past yearI do not venture to eay,
but I do eay that the Government have under.
estimated the revenue that will come from
Customs for the year 1895-6 by at least
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There is, however, | £100,000. I twitted the Government Inst

year, that they had under-rated theravenue,
and I did se for n very distinet reason. I look
upon the under-rating as a distincetfault, when
we were going in for a borrawing policy. Icon-
tended it was the duty of the Government to
make the very best of the resources they
expeeted in order that this House might judge
the amount necessury to he borrowed or the
deairability to borrow at all. We find our-
selves to-day in thia position : we have n lnrge
surplus of something like £250,000, and yet
we have power to borrow a million and a helf
of noney. There has been no necessity for
borrowing so lorge 1 sum. If the Government
had accepted the suggestion Imade last year,
that during the next four yearsthey would have
nn increnrse of revenuc of abont £120,000 n
year, they would not have needed to horrow
the £300,000 for unproductive works, which
they asked this Houss to sanction. Now
I would like to say a word with regard
to the revenue and the expenditure of the
future, and at the same time refer to the
certain consequences of the colony having a
surplus. The fact thut we have a surplus, and
the knowledge of the people of the conntry
that there is o surplus, mean that great
pressure will be brought upon the Govern-
ment in order $0 secure works here and there
thronghout the colony, and it will be very
difficult to witnsiand this pressure so that the
Government will not spend more than if
desires to spend or proposes tn spend. On
this point let me congratulate the Premier
and the Government on the woral courage
they have shown om the present occasion—
let me congratulate them that, while being
last year at fault, they have this year shown
a virtue—last year at faunlt because they
wora going to borrow—this year, n virtue
becanse they are geing to spend. Many men
may be happy on the occasion of going to
borrow, but il requires wmoral cournge
not to be drawn inte too sanguine a
view when the money is to be spent.
I find, upon going into figures, thnt lnst year
the Victorian Treasurer had a revenue to deal
with awmounting to £6,573,356, and his esti.
mate only differed from the actwal amount

received by £30,000, or within one-
half per cent. of the whole. ‘The
West  Australian  Treasurer, on the

other hand, only dealt with, in the same
year, £871,650, and the estimate of the
revenue was cul hy £252,294, being at the
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rate of 30 per cent, Of course, it i5 a most
fortunate thing that in the case of this colony
the astimate was on the upper side instead of
heing on the lower, I say in all seriousness
that the Trensurer of this colony, or for the
matter of that of any country ought to he
able to estimate the revenue of the country
nearer than 30 per cent, ns waa the case here.
I will say further that, until we can be pro-
vided with more necurate figures, with a move
accnrate estimate of tne probable receipts and
disbursements of the country, this House will
not have the information necessary to enable
it to carry out the husiness of thé country
with that safety und caution the positions we
occupy demand. I would also like to notice
another great principle which is involved in
thig Budget. 1 do not refer to any question
of detail. As to the details ¢f the Speech the
hon. member who preceded me has gone most
fully into details. For mysalf I do not intend
to go into details or wenry the House at this
stage. Details will come in for crificism at a
Inter stage before the Commiitee. The prin-
ciple I do desire to say one word about just
now is that of taxation ns we bave it in this
conntry. I notfice that in Western Amnstralia
in the year 1894-95 there was actually re-
ceived through the Custom House of this
colony, the sum of £513,508. 1 ghould rather
eay that the Treasurer received that amount
by means of direct taxation. There was in
this country at the period dealt witn in these
figures, a population of less than 90,000, and
you wili sea thnt this mecans there was
contributed in direct taxation the large
amount of £5 10s. per head of the
population. Now to-day, the Victorian re-
venue through the Customs amounta to
£1,809,159, and that is only £1 1Gs. per head
of the population of that colony. T ask the
carefal attention of the House to the position
disclosed by these figures, and to the very
largediffarence there is in the amount of taxa-
tion. ‘I'he colony of Victoria receives £1 16s.
per head of population by direet taxntion, and
this colony receives £5 10s. per head. [An
Hox. Meusmes : A good job too] If,
however, we take the last quarter of the year
then we find that the Government was receiving
through the Customs the sum of £6 10s. per
head. It1s quite possible that at the present
time we are able to afford such a taxation. I
think we are able to afford it, but there are
very grave considerations raised from the pro-
bable effects of this heavy tax. Withont
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doubt it i3 & heavy ecall on the people of this
country, and what I desire to impress on the
Government and the House is that the money
raised ip this way, the sarplus provided by
direct taxation, should only be spent in one
wny, and this is by carrying on works that can
be stopped at & moment's notice, if ever the
necessity for doing so arises. There should be
no permanent increrse in the expenditure of
the country only because there happens to be
a surplus. There may be a very brighttime
before us. For my own part, [ think it ie
going to be very bright, but while there will
be bright days, none of ue can be sanguine
enough to suppose there are not going to be
any dark days. The wisdom of this House
therefore will best be shown by there being no
unnecessary inc¢reage in the permanent ex-
penditure, and that whatever works are un-
dertaken will be those which can bestopped nt
once. I do notfeel disposed to cavil at some
of the increnses that are proposed, but
speak generally, and in that ] must repeat
this yenr, whut I felt it necessary to say last
year, that the Government must be careful in
the expenditure over the Civil Service. I do
not ask that men should be underpaid—quite -
the contrary. I aay that the men in the
service of the colony ought to be well paid,
and T belicve the experience, not only of
rayself, but of every member who has had to
do with the employment of large numbers of
men is, that for good work you require good
men, snd hat good men deserve to be well
paid. It is better to haven few good men
well paid than a lot of poor men poorly paid.
I say let the salaries be such that the best
man in the land can aepire to occupy any
position in the service, and if we want good
work let us pay good men to do it. Whils it
wilt be an easy matter to incrense the per-
manent expenditure of the country in
this direction, I would like hon. members to
bear in mind that we may not alwayas be able
to getb the people of the conntry to agree to
guch a heavy burden of taxation as £5 10s.

' per head, and then we would find it difficult,

if not impossible, to properly reduce the Civil
Service, which would have become a per- -
manent expenditure. For this reason, I can
congratulate the Government on the fact that
they propose to spend whatever money they
can on public works of an wunproductive
character. This is the time to do such work
as the building of a Court House. It i3 our
own money, and, when finished, the building
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ie there. If, on the other hand, we proceed to
do such works with borrowed money, we will
probably place such a hurden on posterity as
it may be upable to bear. ‘The Govern-
ment i8 acting most wisely in the dis-
position of its revenne, Withont doubt there
is ample room to spend money. not only for
comforte, but in providing necessaries in con-
nection with our public buildings, nnd these
will be unpreductive, se that they are such
works as should be done out of reverue and
not out of lonn money. I may state bere that,
in my opinion, and in .the opinion of many
other people, the time has arrived, and the
hon. member for Albany hinted at this in his
speech, when the Departments of Public
Workse and Kailwuys shonld be separated.
The Railway Department is sufficient, if pro-
perly atfended to, for the whole energies of
one man, and the Public Works Department
quite sufficient for the powers of another,
The Government ncted wisely in its recon-
struction of the administration of Depart-
ments when it left room for u separate
Minister for Mines, Post Office, and
Edueation ; but the Departments of Rail-
ways and Public Works have too much
spending power to be in the hande of any
single Minister, or for him to attempt their
munagentent, and with all the respect and
eiteon [ have for the hon. gentlemen who
fills the position now, [ say the country is
londing him too heavily when asking him
to mansge these two great spending depart-
ments. T'nercfore I say the time has arrived
when the Government should either uppoint
another Minister, or ¢lsc at any rate relieve
the Minister of Ruilways of ome or other of
his departwents. There is one regret [ have
with regardto the Budget—regret and dis-
appointment, because I find that out of
the large sum of money to he dealt with the
Treusurer does not propese to make apny pro-
posal with regard to the 44 per cent. Treasury
Bills. Tfind there iz £183,088 owing under
this beading, and [ regrat no proposal is made
for taking these ap.

Tar Premiee (Hon. Sir J. Forreat.): They
have been taken up, all but a small portion.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : I am guoting from
the figures supplied to me a few days ago by

the Treasurer himsell. When was this
paid ?

Tue Prrumier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Oh,
long ago.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : Then what have
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these other figures been supplied for. It is
very peculirr,
Thr Presner (Hon. Sir J. Forvest): (f you

look at the statement you will find that the
tolal amount now owing on account of the 4}
per cent, I'rensury Bills is only £14,436.

Mz, ILLINGWORI'H: The figures I have
before me give the amonnt ns £185,000, but if
the Treasurer says these are wrong I am very
glad it ieso. I would have suid we were duving
awrong thing tospend moncy onunreproductive
works, when we conld puy off other moneys
borrowed at such a high rate of interest. [t
wonld hnve been very wrong not to pay off
these Treasury Bills,

Tug Premier (Hon. 8ir J. Forreat): Of
course, bul we have paid them.

Mp. ILLINGWORTH : Law very glad of it.
Now, I want to say a word or two on a matter
that presses very heavily on the Premier and
every man in this country, and that is with
regard to the falling away of our exports. I
want hon. members to recogmise particularly
the cause of this falling away, and they will
be able to trace it to its source. That source
is the borrowing policy—our loan policy. I
suy the falling awny of exporte is the cffect
solely of our loan policy. If you take the
trouble to notice the figures dealing with the
last four years you will find that the exports
of the colony have fallen uway to the extent
of £2,621,621, and that daring the same time
the public debt has increased by three
millions.

Tne Premiee (Hon. Bir J. Forrest):
Did you say the exports bad fallen away fo
that extent ? -

Me. ILLINGWORTH : [ should have suid
the difference between the imports and the
exports had increased by that amcunt. Of
course the real basis of every nation and of
every man's position is in heing able to pay
out as much a8 he tukes in, 1I we cannot
export as much as we import we are going
back somewhere.

Mgr. RanpELL: Not necessarily.

Me. ILLINGYVOR-’I'H: ‘'his question was
settled long ago, in the time of Noah, and it is
not necessary to discuss it aow. In the case
of & country borrowing in order to carry on
unproductive works, it ia really pawning the
future. I have said there is a difference
during four years between the imports and
the cxporta of £2,621,521, and in eaying this
I quote from the report of the Commissioner
of Custome. The public debt stunds as
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£3,417.349, but by deducting the sinking
fund we have a net indebtedness of £3,278,808.
During lust year there was imported into the
colony £239,990 worth of gold coin, £144,203
in railwuy material and ruils, £15,750 on a
dredge, or altogether £400,033 on whut are prac-
tically Government i portations, 8o farnsthe
gold cuin is concerned, that ia really bhrought
here through our loan polivy. 'The effect of
all loan policies is thul the weight always
falls upon the weakest productions. in every

casc where there is a loan policy the weight of |

the loun policy will full upon your weakest
producer, and at the present time the weakeat
producing element we have is the pastorn]
interest or industry, which ja most backward
of uny producing industry and it consequently
feels the effects of the loan policy wo:st of all,
The weakness of this industry was cruphasised
by the Hon. the Premicr in his adwirable
Budget Speech, but if trouble is ftaken to trace
the cffect to its source it will be found to Le
in this direction. A loan policy falling upon
the weakest presents the secret of the whole
matter, 5o tar ws the position of the pastoral
interest is concerned. ‘There is one more
mutler I would like to speak about, and it is
perhaps nutural that 1 shouli doso. [ wantto
say i word with regard to the mining industry
and to ask the DMinistry to stop continually
telling us that mining is o burden on this
country. [ awm really tired of the statcuweus,

Mu. A. FoppesT: The Government have
never said such a thing.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : 'They have said it
again and again.

Mg. A, Foregsr: Oh, no; they bave said
nothing of the sort.

Mg. ILLINGWORI'H: You will ind it in
Hansard. The papera arve full of it.

Tue Prenier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Pro-
duce it. We have always declared quite to
the contrary.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Now, instead of
mining being a burden on the community,
what do we find? 'I'he direct expenditure on
wining Inst yeawr was L£102,280. For four
years, which pructically embrace the whole
life of Lthe industry 1n this colony, the ammouant
expended only reaches £204,055. Now what
is shown on the other side? Lust year the
receipts nt the Customs were equivalent to
£5 103. per head of the popalation, und [ am
rather under than over the real position when
I say there are on the geldfields of the colony
over 25,000 people.  Thut is, there are 25,000
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people paying through the Custem House
£5 10s. por annum esch, or a total of
£137,500. In regard to the miners
rights we huve the figures of what was actually
paid, and it amounts to £7,600. The rents for
leases must be over £20,000 o yeur, 8o that for
what we pay to develop the mining industry
unch year we receive £165,000 buck in the way
of direct tuxation, againat £102,250 which we
spend.

Tue lIrewmive (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Thut
ig not the whole of what we spend,

Me. ILLINGWORTH: The whole on min-
ing, T amaspeaking of Lhe direct oxpenditure,
and for that I qnote the Premier, and of direct
taxation, iu which I quote the figures of the
proper oflicers.

iR Premek (Hon. Sir J. Forrveat): But it
is not the whole of vxpenditure on the gold-
ficlds.

Mz. ILLENGWORTH : The Promier is very
good ot being exact when it suits him, and
equally good at splitting bairs wi.on he desires
to do so. The estimated expenditure for the
coming year is £33,530.

Turw Premier (Hoo. Sir J. Furvest):
that is onty for one Departinent.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : ‘Fhen, beside all 1
have stuted, how much cowes into the Stawp
Department frow the fielda? I am happy to
see that the Poustal Department shows & large
inerense iu its income during the year
Where does it come from? Hon. mewbers
know it comes from the goldfields. There is a
large increase in the Telegraph Dopartment,
and the Hon. the Director of Public Works
tells us, with & smilinyg fuce, that the railways
are paying. Ifit were not for the Yilgarn ruil-
way, the railways would not be paying, con-
sequently in the general work of this
country, the inines are not uw loss, and
in special expenditure more than pay
for thewmselves. [ have no desire what-
ever to ask for the mining districts
.aore  than they are entitled to, but I
do usk thatb they receive s fair proportion, and
in this [ know the House and the present
Ministey are fully prepared to do the mining
industry every justice. Therefore, it will be
seen that [ am not at all disposed to cavil at
the expenditure on the mining industry.
‘There is nue feature of the Estimates, in par-
ticular, to be lamented, and thut is in the
provision of what I might term * spoils for
the victors” ‘I'he hon. members whe have
wost arnestly supporied the Government have

But
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sbared well in the distribution of favors under
the Budget.

Me. A. FomeesT: And what about
Nannine?

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): And
what about Geraldton ?

Mgz. ILLINGWORTH : I do not know about
either, excepting that whenever I have placed

any request of a fair nature before any member

of the Ministry it has heen acceded to. What.

ever has been reusonable has been granted.

I am quite prepared to say that if the experi-
ence of the pastin the matter of expenditure
in my own district is s guide to what wy ex-
perience of the future will be, then I am very
well satisfied. There is a tendency to cavil
at some of the items in the Estimates, but I
do rot regard the present ns the time for
entering into details. I will not now apeak of
items which are to Dbe specially compluined
about, There are many of these, but they
can be dealt with in Committee. I um now
only epeaking in a general sense. o sum it
up, the Governwent found that thesuccess the
country had was fur 1ore than the success
anticipated, and the Government find them-
selves with a large surplus. ‘They uare acting
wigely in the way they ure proceeding
to dispose of it, and I hope that next year
they will be able to tell the House and the
country, not only thut they have a large sur-
plus, but that they propose to expend the
grenter portion of it in the same wny. It is
the more urgent that the Government should
adopt this attitude becamse it is the firmt
Ministry under Responsible Government, and
what it does will form a precedent for others. It
ia therefore the interest of all that the Ministry
should be supported in following proper guide
Lings, and in seeing that the wunproductive
works are paid for out of the revenue. It will
ba by following such a wise course as this that
tais colony will be able to escape the terrible
catastrophies thut have fallen on some of our
gister colonies. I am glad to be able to con-
gratulate the Government upon the wisdom
they nre displaying in this matter, and upon
the fact that what they are doing is to luy the
firm foundations of a wise administration,
which must lend to a great and glorious
future.

The Chairman left the chair at 6.20 p.m.

At 7°30 the Chairwan resumed the chair.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson):; There ave one or
two puints which have arisen in this debate
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I would like to make a few remarks upon.
Begarding the statement of the hon. mewher
for Nannine, shat the rate of taxation per head
of the population of this coleny was much
higher than that of Victoris, being £3 10s. or
£6 10s. to £1 16s. per heud, und that that
showed thai the people were heuvily taxed. I
would point out thut the fael that the people
are payingsomuck taxation through the Cue-
towns Houso isan indication of the big purchns-
ing power or the wealth of the comwunity,
because it cunnot be gainsaid that before
peoplo import largely, they are in the position
to purchase. So the fact that the people of
this colony are importing to the extent of £5
10s. per head of duty, shows that on the
average they are wenlthy, or they would not
be able to pay such alarge duty. Inorder to
ilustratethis argument, I ghall suppose that
in comparing one month with another it is
found that the amount of taxution bad fullen
off by one half, and that instend of £5 108, per
heud of duly being paid only £3 is paid.
That would not give cause for congratulation,
but ruther would be deplored, because it would
indieate that the purchasing power of the
people had Leen reduced by one hulf. An-
other point snd sn iwportunt one, and one
which accounte to a great extent for the lurge
percentage of exports, is that u very
large proportion of our products s
gold, which wust Dbe regarded as a large
factor in swelling the imports, becuuse,
unlike other products it always refurns
in  the shape of imports. Wherever
there is u community engagedin the
production of gold, that community shows
a large amount of Custowms duties, In all
other industries, farming or manufucture for
instance, & large proportion of the products
is exchanged for others, so that o very small
porticn of the mnational wealth of that
community appeara either as imports or
exports, The rate of a nation’s tuxation
cannot ce judged by its imports. If it can be
shown, however, that the dutics ure very high,
then it may be inferred that the community
iz heavily taxed. It is recognised to a great
exient now in the other colenies that the
imposition of 20 per cent. taxes has had the
effvct of decrensing instead of increusing the
revenue, and that the higher rate or duties
re-actsund lessens the imports und the revenue,
‘I'het has buen the sud experience of Victoria.,
Instend of cungratulating themwselves that the
awount of tuxution per head is ouly X1 16s.,
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the enlightened men cf that colony deplore
the, fact and pcint to it as an index to the
causc of the bad state of trade, and say it1s a
proof of the mistaken fiscal policy adopted in
recent years of umposing bhigh taxition.
Therefore we in this colony should rather
congratulate ourselves that the amount
of taxation per head in  dnties s
£5 10s. or £6 108. When we reflect, Sir, that
notwithstanding all that has been snid about
dutics and ad velorem duties, the bulk of the
duties prevailing in this colony are at the rate
of & nnd 10 per cent.,and that a minor number
of articles are on the 15 and 20 per cent.
schedule, we can realise that we are not over-
taxed. I also wish to refer to the question of
piying railways, and the circumstances that
justify the Government in extending the rail-
way facilities, I am not going to deal with
the question ns to whether the agricultural
railways pay or not; but I wish to point out
this feature of the question, thut we should
uot regard a railway as & success because it
produces a revenue, but that the advantage
gained by the community through its con-
struction is where its chief source of profit to
the country is to he found. ‘Tuking, for
instance, u railway carrying 10,000 tons of
zoods per avnumw to a distant district, ot £5 a
ton, the cost of carting to which district
formerly was £20 o ton, it will bo seen that a
distinct and unmistakable guin of .£150,000
per annum is made ; and if 200 passenpgers
are taken to Southern Crosa per week, the
saving in the difference of carringe—aay
£5 per hend—means another £100,000. 'Thus
altogether a saving of £250,000 per
annum 8 made, which heing capital-
ised at the ratea of & per cent. gives n
capital value of £5,000,000. That is not an
absurd way of looking at the mintier. The
actual figures are there to support the
argument, because the community who former-
Iy had to pay £20 per ton for freight, only
have to pay £5.

Mx. MoraNr : That applies to the farmer.

Tye COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) : Yes, and with
greater force to the goldficlds. I do not mean
to say that the railways are paying an
absolute percentoge, but I think that if
justification for their extension were wanted,
it could Le found in the saving of the cost of
freight. 'Then 'there are possibilities of
developing the country when the freights are
reduced. Especially in thisis the cuse in an
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agricultural comwunity, for by the reduction
of the charge from £5 to £1 per ton, settle.
wment would be encouraged. [ wish also to
wake one allusion to the few figures given by
the Premier, with reference to land settlement.
He said there were now 486,000 acres, or about
that nwmber, under conditional purchase,
while in 1893 there were 409,000, and that in
round figures this showed an increase of 77,000
agres of fresh lund taken up. Those figures
do not state the position accurntely, because
the number of conditional purchages redeemed
during that time have to be considered.
These amounied to 26,000 acres, so thab
the actual increase was 103,000 acres. In
& small comwunity like this, I think that
is very sound evidence of settlement,
notwithstanding the desire to semrch for
gold in preference to the more tedions work of
settling the land. Hon. members have express-
ed regret at the slow rate at which agricultural
production is proceeding. No doubt it would
be better if the urea under cultivation wers
lnrger, but the ratio is not go emullas is sup-
posed. The asmounnt of land nuder cultivation
at the end of 1894 was 193,197 acres. "MThe
population at about that time, not taking the
maximum rate, was about 80,000 people, thus
showing that there were 24 acres under cultiva.
ttou per head of population, It will be interest.
ing %o observe that, while the population has
heen in¢reasing at an abnormasl rate—so much
so that we could hardly expect the cultivation
of the soil to keep pace withit—in 1886,
with a population of 40,000, the land
under caltivation was 86,000 ueres, or
two and one-seventh acres per  head.
So  that  notwithetanding the rapid
increase of the population, the cultivation of
the soil bas propressed even more rapidly., I
shall conclude by congratulating the Premier
on having had such a flourishing statement to
make, and by joining in the wish that thia or
any other Government may never be tempted
to be extravagant and follow & policy of waste-
ful and reckless expenditure because of a large
revenue. @hope thisor uny euceceding Govern-
ment will always bear in mwind, as the hon.
member for Nannine has pointed out, that
while there is a [arge increase of revenue we
should devote it to permanently good works,
and notspend it in what T call biricks and wor-
tar., Ever since I have sat in Parliament I have
always opposed, and always shall oppose, the
expenditure of money on unproductive worke.
t hope we shull never follow sucha pernicions
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and suicidal policy, but shall always try to de
good with our surplus, so that when hard
times come, we can congratulate ourselves on
the pousession of that which we cannot get
ab such o time.

Ma. PIESSE: I rise to congratulate the
Premier aud the Government, and also the
colony gencrully, upen the very satisfactory
state of affairs disclosed in the Budget Speech,
which shows that we have advanced consider-
ably towards pormapent prosperity. The
hon. wember for Alhany has referved tn the
Agricultural Bapk, which the Prewier alluded
to as an institution which will prove of great
advantage to the farming industry. I wish to
endorse that opinion, in spite of the state-
went that the Bank bas iacurred ex-
penges representing a larger aswount than it
has actually lent.
comuencing its operations, and the expendi-
ture incurred is nof to be wondered ut in view

of the procedure which has to be followed by

applicants for loans, whe are much delayed in
consequence of the forms to be followed. I
think that after the Bunk hus had o trial for
u year or two, u more satisfactory account will
be given of it thun those who oppose it
anticipate. Up to the present the awmounts
lent to farmersin my own district, and in
other districts, have been advanced on safe
security, and the advantages of the loans will
be shown Ly inereased production. ‘The hon.
member for Geraldton, when he opposed the
establishment of this institution-—although he
pro eases to be a friend of the farmer —seemed
to be under the impression that as soon as it
sturted work, hundreds or even thousands of
farmers wounld try to get ull the money avail-
able,

Mg, Siupson : They tried it, andthe Manager
stopped them.

Me. PIESSE : The Premier has told us that
he was rather astonished to find that the peo-
Ple were slow to take advantage of the faeil-
ities offered bythe Bank; and the reason is
that the farmers are cantious, and do aot intend
to tie a millstone round their necks by borrow-
ing woney. Tam as confident of the future of

this Bank us I am that the man to whom this |

money is lent, under the direction of the
manager, who is n practical man, will beaefit
thereby, and further, 1am certain that the loss

to the country will be compuratively nil. .

With regard to the land settlement rveferred to
by the Premier, it is satisfactory to noto that
it 1s proceeding apace.
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agricultural areas, 135,000 ncres of land has
been tuken up dwring the lust three years.
This, caleuluted witl the mwmount alrendy
alienated, and the improvements which have
tobe mmade, means that o large aren has been
brought under cultivation, I think the Pre-
nier will soon have no need tu provide for the
importation of chaff, for by reason of the sea-
SOn we are now experiencing, a lurge ures has
bevn pluced under crop, and there will be ne
necesgity to import chaff next year. We
have passed through seasons of dopression
which are unparalleled in theb story of the
colony, aund last season wus the worst, but,
with the iwpetus given to the industry by the
rstablshment of railway communication to
agricultural districts, and with the splendid
season now lLeing experienced, the prospects
are that in o ghort tiwe the supply will over-
take the demand. The hon. memler for Nan-
vine referred to a fulling off in the exports,
and in connection with this I would like to deaw
attention to one item, that of sandalwood, which
has suffered through o deprecistion of values.
The quavtity of this article exported last year
was valued ot £23,430, In 1889, £57,405
worth wos cxported, whileu few years Lefore
the awount was £91,000, 'I'he voluwe of ex-
port was not mueh less, but the apparent fall-
iag off in the export of the artivleis accounted
for by the depreciationof value,for Inst year it
was valued st £6 per ton us agninst £10 per ton
in 1893, T'his depreciation ia caused throngh
the lossinexchange and the depreciation of the
value of silver in conntries where sandulwood
inexcharnged for silver. Thishus brought about
n falling off of £60,600 in five years. Wool hus
also depreciated in value. Iam glad to find
that the Premier intends 1o deul liberally with
churches in vegard to the abolition of the
Heclesiaatical grant. I take exception to the
statement of the hon. mewmber for Nunnine
that the mimupg industry iz move important
than agriculture, slthough it has been the
principal cause ot the colony’s prosperity ; but
it must be remumbered that agriculture isof a
more lasting udvantage to the country than
wining is, and 1 do not think the hon. member
should take ail the credit to his constituency

for the progruss of thu colony. The ugricul-

. twral iudustry we have ulways with us, but it

has been proved elsewhere that wining is oot
w perunent industry,

Me. lruinewoaTi : Where would you get
your market, were it not for the mineis¥

be. PIESSE: We can always tind @ wmarhet.
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I certainly think that the pructice resorted to
by vitning wembers of disparaging one par-
ticulur industry to benefit another should be
deprecated.

M., Moran : T uever did so.

Mu, PIESSE: With regard to the reler-
ence wade by the hea. mewmber for Albany to
the necessity for appeinting more Inspeclors
und Sub-Tnspectors in the Police Force, I
think that if any appointments ure made, the
positions should he given to mwen who have
lieen in the foree for sowe years, and who thor-
oughly uaderstund the working of the de-
partment, in preference to conferring the ap-
pointments upon outsiders. T'he nen already
in the force deserve some encouragowent to
do their duty, and I know of instances where
dezerving cases for promotlion have been over-
looked. 'The Education Departmoent seems to
be reaching large proportions, and general
grutification must be felt at the provisions
which have been wmade for the education of
children. 'L'he hon. mewmber referved to the
peed of techuical training in the schools.
Some provision hus been wade in the Estim-
utes for the tenching of children in this res-
peet, and no doubt it will be found to work to
advantage. ! am pleased te notice that the
Under-8ecretary of Education has en increase
in s snlary proposed, because he has bheen
underpaid for o long tume. The Post and
Telegraph Departinent is also growing, aud it
is regretnlle that the btelegraph operators
and others do not receive large: salaries, es-
pecially those at Perth and other centres
where the work is very heavy. At Nannine,
for instance, the officer in charge recoives £140
a yeur; and in places far removed from the
centros of population, the officers should re-
ceive fuir remuneration for their services,
Some men, who have been in the ser-
vice for 25 years, ure only in receipt of
£180 to £200 a year, and that is no en-
couragement to them bto do their duty
thoroughly. The Bureau of Agricnlture was
menlioned by ap hcn. mewmber, and that is an
institution in which [ take some interest. Not
being a wmember of that body now, I can
spuak with less diffidence regarding it, and I
must say that I feel that the Bureau has done
excellent work in assisting agricaltare gener-
ally, and also in dissvminating knowledgu and
helping the people in every way. A book has
been presented to hon. members dealing with
Horticnltare and Viticulture, which was pre-
pared by one of the officers of the Burean. Tt
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 that obtains in South Australia.
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15 a credit to the Department, and will be ap-
preciated by all people who are interested in
the matters it deals with. 1 think we can
well alfurd the proposed increasein the allow-
ance to the Burean, and if they continue ia
the good work they huve undertaken—which
is carried on without fee or reward—they
deserve the thunks of hon. wembers and of
the colony gencrally. 1 do oot think there is
anything else [ wueed allude to. Speaking
frown un agriculturvist’s point of view, L hope
bon. wembers will not lose sight of the im-
portunce of that great industry, and will
wfford at aull times the help which those deserv-
ing settlers need, for 1 think we have ten or
twenty times as much lund available for culti-
vation as is under cultivation at present, und
the time will come when we shall be able to
supply ull the wants of Woestern Australia.
Mz THROSSELL: The hon. wember for the
Willinme made some ullusion to. ngriculture,
and I feel that |l should wot allow this oceas-
ion to pass without snying something about
it- I aw aware of the very grent advance
that has been made in agriculture, and [ do
not wish to weary hon, members by going into
details. Wo wre not deing nearly ss much

.as we should in the development of the land.

I have venlured mors than once, iu this Honse
und elsowhere, to draw the attention of the
Government to the absolute necessity of nd-
vertiging the lund ag any private iudividunl
would his own business. People are coming
here absolutely ignorant of the cupnbilities of
the soil in this colony, and I regret to learn
that the Agent-General complains thut he has
not been sapplivd with inforwation on that
subject. Ik is a very great reproach upmn us,
especinlly ot the present time, and T hope the
Government willtake such steps as will pre-
vent the Agent-General from spenking on the
subject in thut strain again. With regard to
agriculture iself, I feel verystrongly on this
point,thatwhile ¢very precaution is being taken
to survey the land for settlemment, nosteps
have been tuken to settle a desiruble cluss of
people around the busy centres of population.
[allude to the working wen's blocks system
We are em-
bellishing and beautifying the city in every
way in order to attract people to it, but we ave
wffording them dittle or no means of obtaining
a livetihvod when they get here. The day of
reckoning will assuredly come, and we shall then
be in the smne positionas other cities have
found thewselves in. The firat to desert us will
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be the artisan, who is a thrifty individual, and
just the man who is wanted in a growing
country, T hope the Government will give
specinl attention fo this block system. I
have received a report from South Australia
dealing with the progress of the system up
to the end of last year, and the result of
the work in thut colony is sufficient to
justify the Government in introducing o
alilar system here. If we hope to made it o
success, we must provide for the working man
# piece of land within walking distance of his
workshop or hia daily labor. Lund must be se-
cured for the purpose, around a successful
country townshiplike my own, and in order to
do this weshall have to face there-pur chase sys-
tem. [ believe thut one of the best works the
Government conld undertake wouald be 6o re-
purchase the large estates which were given
away in the early days., Sowe hon. members,
having extravagant views, would advocute o
land-tax, but that method will not burst up
these large estates, and if the Governent wish
to do their best for the development of agricul-
ture, they musi devise some means of re-pur-
chuaing the large arens of land in the Aven
Valley which are alienated from the Crown,

They ¢can do so without expending a single.

sovereign of Stube money. ‘he lund could he
purchased on dcbentures, redeecmuble in 25
years, say £10 debentures negotiable in the
¢.ty earrying interest at 5 per cent.,, payalle
half yearly, Peoplo could take up the
debentures instead of putting their money in
the Bank, for the investment would be a very
safo one. ‘I'he result would be a 20 years’
re-purchase deferred payment scheme, with
compulsory improvements, with one-twentieth
of the purchase money cowing annually
to the Government, who could re-ex-
pend it in the purchase of other lands
or, better still, in buying up our ownmort-
goge bonds. At the end of 25 years all avail
able land in the Avon Vulley would be settled
on a Compulsory Improvement Settlement
Scheme., Asto the Budget Speech, I wiah to
cougratulute the Governmentonthe additional
awount pliced ut the disposal of the Eduen-
tion Depavtinent. 1 think that £11,000 is all
too smull for the growiug requirements of the
colony. T hope that Lefore tho cnd of the
year we shall have the wmagic six figures of
population—100,000—for histery tells us that
when once the populatiou reaches that figure,
the ¢olony will leap forward. Tn view of
this, therefore, I think the amount voted
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to that Department is mnot sunfficient.
One great cause for regret is the absence of a
water conservation policy, not so much for the
groldfields, for £43,863 ia to be spent there, but
for the Eastern districts, where, after n seltle-
nment of 66 years, nothing has been spent at
all. A sum of £20,000 would give four towns
in the BEuatern districts a proper water supply,
and they have frankly offered to puy 5 per
cent. on the cost. Whatdo we seenow? In
the Avon Valley hon. memhers will sge God’s
good gift of benutiful water rushing away to
the ses and lost to the people, while in the
summer the residents of the towns in the
vicinity have to cart their water at half a
crown per hogshead. I hope the Hon. the
Premier will remain in office, but I venture to
tell him that the future policy of his own or
any future Ministry, when the railway policy
ia played out, must be 8 grand water conserva-
tion scheme for the whole colony., I am
justified in making these remurks because I
find that in the Adwministrater’s Speech at the
opening of Parlisment the statvment was
made that the Government were considering
a comprehensive scheme of water conservation
for the lurger towns of the colony. Hon.
members will pardon me if [ include in the
term * lurger towns,” & certain town which
ghall be nameless, and which will long rewmain
an important centro of the colony. I will
name it, after all. It ia Northam, the
metropolis of the East. I comgratulate the
Guvernment on the proposed increase of
salaries of civil servants and hope the recipients
are worthy of them. I sheould hke to see a
system of Life Assurance tacked on to the
conditions of the Civil Service, in order that
on the death of en employde of the State, his
bereaved family should have sowe means of
living, Some hon. members think that £600
is o large salary ; but ib is not, and T think it
is o wisfortune for any man in these days to
be doomed to work in the Government service.
Icommend the iden of a State Life Assur-
ance Associztion such as isin force in New
Zealand which has done much good theve, to

the considerntion of the Government.
1 think it is on record that in New Zea-
land ot  the present time, they bave

nearly two millions of money accnmulations
in connection with State life imsurance, that
have heen loaned out by the Govermment.
That money is loaned out for the development
of the land.  Coming Lo the guestion of the
tund again, wonder has been expressed thut
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fucther development does not take place. How
is it that we may go through the Avon Valley
and other places and see 50 much land lying
idle? When hon. members talk of land, and
lund taxation, they run away with the iden
that owners of land would not scll. Isay
there are a goodly number of owners who
would sell if they could, and they would
develop their land if they could. With all
our bonasted prosperity, I wont tosay, and I
wanl; Lo emphasise it too, thut there is no
woney institution, besides the ordinary banks
to which a farmer can go for assistance in the
development of his land, and so I hail the
well intentioned Agricunitursl Bank to aid
the further development of old and large
estates. When you recognise that fact you
are recognising the reason why our lands are
not heing developed more rapidly. I heartily
congratulate the Government wupon their
satisfuctory increuwse of the vote for Roads and
Bridges. T am glad to sce the vote of £31,000
proposed, being as it is an increase of nearly
50 per cent. on last year, There is one matter
to which I would refer hefore sitting down,
and that is the guestion of thu Ecclesinsticul
Grant, in which we have all taker so deep an
interest. I think the settlement of this
question is largely due to the hon. member for
Geraldton. All honor te him that, upon
avery ovcasion when he has stood up in this
House he hus advocated its settlement upon
liberal lines, I congratulate the Government
upon having caught the iden of the hon.
member for Geraldton, ag well us other hon.
mombers of this House, and have decided
to propose a fen years’ Capitation Grant
paid in two instalments. I would like to
5¢e s0mwe provision made, if we could see
our way clear, as to how the money
is to be spent. I hope it will not be used to
provide fixed salaries for drones in the hive,
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for men who have mistaken their calling. If it .
. remark of theHon. the Premier which iz rather

is used for this purpose, I for one shall very
much regret it. I, on the other band, it is
used for providing a fund, for the paymeat of
salaries to itinerating ministers of all the
denowinations, wko will go upon our timber
stations, and goldfields wnd such places, I
sbull think the money has been well spent. I
believe the £30,000 odd will be cheorfully
voted by hon. members, who will deal with
the Chuvches liberally. If something is not
dove by the heads of the Churches in this'col-
ony. we shall but propagate a system that will
be a very serious annoyunce in the yeurs that
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are to come. [ hope the Government will in
some way seck to check the spending of the
money. [ know there are difficulties in the
way, but I hope the Government will devise
8ome means for overcoming them all.

Mg. B. F. SHOLL : I regret toeny I havenot
studied the Estimates this year so much as T
have done in the past. Ishould not, bowever,
like the debate to close withont expressing,
as one who has konown the colony in the dauys
past, my grea! satisfaction atthe satisfuctory
financial statement that hasDeen placed before
us. It is to men source of very grewt grofi-
fication. I am sure the Governtnentinuat feel
every satisfaction in the delivery of the Budget
Spouch. 'The revenue has increased toan ex-
tont that the most sanguine never anticipated,
But whilst our revenne has increased beyond
our anticipations, I sce our expenditure hus
also increased o an almost equal extent, if we
may judge by the Estimates. We have been
told by the Hon. the Premier that he estimates
tho expanditure at £1,537,496, which will wipe
out our balance of £277,000, or will reduce
it to £30,886. so that if the Hon, the Premier's
estimatbe is correct we shall expend this year
more thun we shall receive, T think, however,
the Premier very wisely under-estimated the
ravenue, and Icongratulate him upon having
doneso. [ think it is wise to do so. I do vot
agree with those hon. members who say the
Premiershould take n more sanguine view of
the revenune. It always seeiws better at the end
of the financial year to have a surplue reported
of & couple or three hundred thousand pounds,
rather than a deficit of any kind. I think if the
Treasurer is erring at all he is erring on the
tight and safe side. I do not prop se to deal
with the Estimates in detail, though I notice
they have very largely increased. Of course, as
the colony goes nhead the requirements will be
more, and the expenditure must increase in
proportion, I wish to deaw attention to one

wmisleading. It was not done, I know, with
the inteution of misleading; Lut in dealing
with the expynditure of last year he said we
have spentless than the estimated expenditure
“The estimated cxpenditure,” he says, “ to the
30th of June last was £954,4635, and the actual
expenditure  £936,728, therefore we spent
during last year £17,737 less than the esti-
mate.” That is quite true in one respect, but
itis rather wisleadicg in aoother. We find
this House sanctioned expenditure on works
and buildings of £42,210 which was not ex-
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pended.
spent. 1 do oot think the Government can
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take to themselves credit that they have not -
expended that amount when it was voted by -

this House. Then, too, on Roads and Bridges,
there was voted £11,749 for necessary works,
and there is no doubt but that money has not;
yet been expended. We find the Government
have expended a saum not authorised by Par.
linment amounting to £36,222.

Tae Peemier (Hon. SirJ. Forrest): Where
do you get that from ?

Me. R. K. SHOLL: ¥rom your Estimates.

Tue Preurer (Hou. Sir J. Forvest): I think
yau have taken a lot of trouble.

Mu. R. K. SHOLYL: Not at all ;I huve done
it while sitting herc to-night. When the Hon
the Premier says he has spent less than the
Kstimates, he does not say be hus spent very
much that was never authorised by Parlin-
ment. Taking the Miscellaneous Vote, that
vote that the Hon. the Premier can put his
hand upon at any time.

Tue Premicn (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : We
can give you all tho itema.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: That vote upon which
the Premier can luy his bund to giveto first
one hon. member and fhen another—I do nob
like using the word sop —huf that vote has
been exceeded by £4,900 or more. The Mes-
cellaneous Vote has reached £8,377, without
Parliamentary authority. I mention that,
purely to point out that the statemont of the
Premier thut they spent £17,737 less than waa
authorised. ia mislending. In one respect it is
true they have not spent the amount anthor-
ised by Parliament wpon particular things,
but they have spent more than the amount
upon other things.

Tur Prexter (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : There
are alwnys overdrafts and underdrafts. .

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: I notice in the Estimates
there are severnl increases for certain officia's.
T do not object to increnses as a rule, and 1
quite agree with the hon. members who have
spoken with reference to increases for tele-
graph operators in the ouflying districts.
Therc is no doubt about it, that in mavy in.
stances they are working night and day, and,
when there is an interruption on the Euncla line
I undersiand they sometimes work for36 hours.
Tdo not know how many there are who are
considernbly everworked, or considerably un-
derpaid. Ithink the principal officials in im-
portant districts, where the work is heavy,
shounld have increases. I notice, howerver, that
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That money ought to have been ' some of these increases on the present Esti.

mates are for oflicials wbho seem to e
to pet an  inerense every yenr, while
some who are equally deserving ave loft oubin
the cold, 1hope the Government will intro-
duce a Civil Serviee Bill, so that offivials  will
know the exact position in which they stand.
It would be Letter for the hends of depnrt-
ments, and for the Minister too, instead of
Leing pestered by friends of the officials, or
the ofticials themselves, that they conld suy there
is the Act, without which we cando nothing.
Whilst dealing with the . ivil Service yuestion

. L should like to suy n word with regard to the

Civil S8ervico Comnisgion. 1f that Cowwission
were not in existence I believe the Govern-
ment would favorably consider theadvisability
of bringing in a Bi!l, ‘'lhe Roya)l Commwmission
has now been in exisience nearly lwo yuars,
We do not know what theyure doing.  Belore
this session 13 over, il n¢ hon. member woves,
L shall move thut the Commission be cancelled-
The Cowmmission may at the preseut time Le
doing good work, Dbut, as fur ns this
iTouse, and the Government are concerned, L
think we are allin the dark. At any rate
Lthey have had over 12 months to deal with
one departiwent, and they bave wot done it
yet. I mnotice n large incrense on  the
Estimutos for the Bureau of Agriculture. In
alluding to this guestion I wunt lo compliment
those gentlemen who have the cobtrol of thas
institution—I[ can hardly call it adepartiment,
sewing it is vulside the Government. [ believe
woeney hus been wisely spent in connection
with that movement, but we need, as it seems
to me, to tlosely watch it and be very careful,
1 think when we give large sums of money to
private individuals to expend, when we give
carie blanche to the extent we have done there;
we need to watech the expenditure very care-
fully to see that it is spent wisely, We know
ab the present time of the euthusinsm of the
gentlemen connected with the Buaean. With.
out enthusiazm Ido vot think anything could
be made a anceess, and I think the anccess of
the Agricultural Bureau is due to the enthu-
siasm of those gentlemen who constitute the
Board. I say this nuiwithstanding the remarks
made by the hon. member fer the Willinms, T
think, however, it should beinsisted npontbat
the aecounts of the Bureaw should be awdited
by the Auditor Gencral. There 8 a balance-
sheet pliced bufore this House, but it is
absolutely mizleading,

Tue UIremes (Hoo, SirJ. Forrest) : The
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accounts are nlwaye audited.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: That balance-sheet is
not andifed, and it is mislending. 1t shows
thoy have a credit balance of £256, where nan
matter of fact they have nothing of the sort
They have £250 placed on the Estimates for an
Inspector of Forests.
has not beon expended by the Bureau.
show a balanceof £256, and yet £25¢ voted
for this gentleman’s salary is not available,and
therefore should not he shown nn their bal-
ance-sheet as it is. T only mention this to
show the neceasity of having the accounts of
the Burean properly audited, and so that fall
information may be presented to Parlinment,

The Hon. the Comieaioner of Crown Lands,in |

dealing with taxation argued we are not heav-
ily taxed, and stated that the bhulk of the re-
venue was derived from the lower rates of
taxation through the Customs. As a matter
of Enet the returas show that the heaviest
amounts come from the specific rates, and the
15 and 20 per cents. The 10 per cent. yielded
£261,000 odd. Tbe 15 and 20 per cents.
£345,000 odd.

Tae Presier (Hon, SirJ. Forrest) : What
is that £345,000 P

Mr. R. F. SHOLL That is the revenne
from Cnatoma,

Trr Preanier (Hon. Sir J. Forvest): You
arg-wrong. Page 8 of the Estimates will show.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I cannot ngree with
those hon. members whe say we are not
heavily taxed, when we derive so much revenne
feom Customs. 'The increase, I think, can be
accounted for to a great extent by tho influx
of population, which has heen greater than

wns snticipated, and by the fact thut the agri-

turiste were not able to weet the demands,
principally, of vourse, through bad scasons. 1
sincerely trust the prophecy of the hon. mem-
ber for the Williams will be fulfilled, and that
next year we shall derive no revenug from im-
ported chaff, but that our own people will be
able to supply the demnnd. At the same time
I feel it is very hard that a heavy duty should
be ploced on those articles which our own
people cannot preduce, nod I think the duty
should be removed, even if it had to he placed
on again afterwards. I know therc iz a difii-
cilty in the way, but it is rather hurd on those
who have to obtain supplies for other coun-
trics, because of bad seasous in this, through
which our own people cannot supply the de-
mand., Some remark has heen wmade about
the Agricaltural Bank, I think it iz rather

Thut is an itemn that |
They |
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too soon to speak of its operationy, seeing it is
not yet through ita first year's operations. I
consider the record of work hitherto shows
that considerable caution has been exzerciserd
in the advancement of moneys. T feel perfectly
eartain that the gentleman who is at the head
of that affair wil) guard the interests of the
colony in the matter of securities upon which
advnnces are made. | consider that mining
has been the salvation of thia colony. Very
few will he found to comlrovert that state-
ment. [ mustsay that I think the mining
commmunity have reason to complain that
upon the only minernl railway line in the
celony there should be differentinl rates The
return called for by tha hon. member for Yil-
gorn shows the marvellous returns of that
line. I do not think that such lines of ril-
way should be penalised for the agricultural
lines. Upon agricultural lines every facility
is given, and in some instances only half rates
are charged for agricultural products and
timber.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J, Forreat) : Not
half rates,

Mg, R. F. SHOLL: Yes. hali pates for
timber..

THE CoMaISSTONER OF Hatnwaxa: I do not
know what you call full eates.

Me. R. F. SHOLL : Timber is taken over
the othor lines ut half the rates charged upon
the goldfield railways.

Thr CoMmissioNER OF HRatnwarvs: Timber
is carricd over all lines 2t the same rates, and
there is no difference made for timher being
axported. The same iates are churged on
timber being exported us upon that being
carried up the country, upon lots over 200
tons.

Me. R. ¥, SHOLL: That is an alterntion
made lutely, and I am very pleased to hear of
it. T hope the Hon. the Comnissioncr, who
hag now done justice in this reapect, will go
further and put all lincs upon an equalily, and
not penalise one to make up the losses upon
others. The hon. member for Northam ex-
pressed a wish that the Governwent wonld
bring forward 1 water conservation scheme.
I hope they will, and | would like to say that,
with their large surplus this year, T shonid
like to see a sum of £20,000 or £30,000
put upon the Estimates for artesian Loring,
That is s matter in which 1 think the Govern-
ment wouid be justified in spending £40,000
or £50,000, even if a good part of it proved a
failure ; becanae if only nne bore proved sue-
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cessful, that would repay all the cutlay. The | be congratulated upon the splendid way in

experiment was tried in Queensland, and
proved a great success, and a gentleman from
there, who knows the truth of what he says,
inforned me that the discovery of water bad
pructically made n new province. I think the
Government should follow the axample of
Queensland, and send someone to America, or
to Queensiand, and find out the best methods,
and best appliances, and secure the very best
expert labor that they can obtain. I am sorry
the Government have not yet realised the im-
portance of this matter. There is another
thing I shou'd hke to say, ns we are likely tn
have a surplus ngain next year:the Govern-
ment should b prepared to construct out of
revenue some small lines of railway. They
should have the surveys made ready to earry
on the rnilway, say from Coolgardie to
Hunnan's.

Me. A. Forersr: They are going to do
that,

Me. R. . SHOLL: Then we ought to have
something on these Estimates for the work. I
accept thehon. member’s assurance and say, T
think the Government should be prepared to
lay the track right away when the Coolgardie
ling is completed, and to do it out of the
revenue ingtead of out of borrowed money. If
the money were required for revenne purposes
in the future, it conld easily then be replaced
out of loan. This course would save interest
on money horrowed. 1 think I have no-
thing further to say. I can only con-
gratulate the country wpon ita suceessful
and prosperons condition. I congratulate
those gentlemen who sit upon the 'f'reasury
benches, upon the excecdingly fortunate time
they have hiad since they have begn i office ;
rot that T doubt they wonld bae equal to the
ocension if adverse times wore to come, T hope,
however, they will not come too fast. T notice
there ie a lot of money going into bricks and
mortar. I see there is a sum of £25,000 for &
Supreme Court. I think a great deal less
would do. T do not think we wan$ lurge ornn-
mental places where comfort is sacrificed to
nppearances. We want n good building, it is
true, that may be an ornament ; but we do not
want too much money spent upon bricks and
mortar. I notice it i3 only proposed to spend
£4,000 this year. T think the Government
might have put np abuildiug costing say
£10,000, and not merely epend £4000. Tt
appears to me they do not grasp the sitnation,

Mg. SIMPSON : T am rure the country is to

|

which its resources are heing opened up.
Wherever we lonk, new enterprise is taking
place, and new rerources are responding, to
the efforts of enterprising citizens ;s0 much
go that the Premier of the conntry is placed in

- a position to give us o statement that appears

almost like w chapter frem * the Arabian
Nights.” Huge increases of population are
recorded. Qur credit is of the soundest, and
even whilst the Premier was favoring this
eonutry with his finanvin) statement, we heard
of the rains fulling abundantly tobless the
agriculturists of the colony, The Ministry
have heen so thoroughly congratulated npon
their wonderfnl policy that I am myself
alinoet inciined to believe that the rning were
a. parl of their policy. There is no doubt a
good deal in the contention of the hon. mem-
ber for Nonnine, that the people of this country
are enormously taxed. I do not say they feel
it aann extreme burden, buttiis when looked at
from n statesman’s point of view,an appalling
thing to realise that the people are tazed to
the extent of over £5 per head. I am not one
to prognosticate ¢vil ; we know there are good
times and bad times in the lives of conntries
a8 of individuals, but it is beyond doubs, as it
seems to me, that the people of this country
will be unable to bear the extreme taxation
of £5 per head.

Mg, A. ForresTt : Take it off, then,

Mgr. SIMPSON : It is extremely interesting
to look at the way all forms of commerce are
developing in this country. Speaking of the
shipping trude alone, it is gratifying tous, as
citizens of this country, to see how rapidly our
mercantile shipping tradeis expanding, Iwas
much struck with this thought the other day
whiist waiting on the Fremantle jetty the
arrival of astenmer. It will be remembered
thatsome time ago that huge wessel, the
Bothwell Castle, collided with the jetty at
Fremantle, during some extremely boisterous
weather. Whilst I was wailing down there,
there were three large ateamers anchored out
away from the jetty, because of the fearfully
tempestuons weather, nnd at the same time
there were three men and a boy employed on
the repairs to the jetty. One of the shipowners
complained to me very bitterly of the dis-
graceful neglect that had been exhibited at
the very gate of the colony, and enid the way
the repairs to that jetty wers being carried on
was o disgrace to the colony.

Mg. Marmow : [t was the weather,
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Mr. STMPSON: Tt was not the wenther.
The hon. member for Fremantle always seeks
an excuse for the Goverament, hut he does
not always find ready disciples to accept his
teaching. Well, Bir, it is n very grave mis-

fortune that the shipping at our chief port is upon unimpeachable authority,

[20 AvewsT, 1895.]
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I never did believe in i}, and I never will
until it is an cstablished success in assisting
the settlement ot the land. As to people
rushing down to town to secure assistance

~ from the Bank, I ean assure hon. members,

being treatod with that disgraceful neglect. .

A gentleman pointed out to me that the three
large steamers that were then lying off could
all have been herthed if the jetty had been
repaired, as it ought to huve been and ns it

would have been, if the work had been let by -

contract instead of heing done departmentally.
I watched this erowd of workers, these three
men and & boy, and the boy did not seem to
have much to do. That, however, is o small
matter except, that it is indicative of the
absolute neglect that is guing os in connee-
tien with many of the important industries
of this country, It means there is very large
waste, and very much retardation of the devel-
opment of the country. The Hon. the Premier,
inalinding to the pastoral and agricaltural in-
dustrics, deplored the condition into which
they had got. The causes of that condition,
however, are largely beyond our control. The
Premier expressed kindly sympathy, but he
failed to hint at any Form of sngpgestion for
the relief of thoseindustries. He availed him.
gelf again of the opportunity te wmake very

that the
gentleman in charge of the Bank was afraid

. to move becanse of the security offered him.,

I believe if anyone can make a success of
the Bank the present manager will do it.
Following up the remark of the hon. mem-
ber for the Gascoyne, I exceedingly regret
that, with the [arge resources that are now in
the hands of the Government, they have not
initiated a large scheme for artesinn horing,
If they discovered only one artesian supply
they wonld enhance the value of a very large
tract of country. No one who knows or
who has read the history of what artesian
water has done for Central Austialia can
@oubt what the results wounld be if wae could
have artesion water in our cvery district.

. With regard to the Agricultural Burepu I

indigereet remarks about the grest finan- -

cial institutions of this country. I cannot
imagine any greater calamity than for
the remarks to go forth to the world, that were
made by the Premier when speaking the other
evening. He spoke of the financial institu-
tions of this country in such a way as [
believe wns never known in history before.
It was the most grievous mistake that was
ever made either in this colony or in uny
other, when the Treasurer impugned the
policy of the financinl institusions of the
country. Why did not the Premier atand
up and say they were prepared to reduce
the rates of interest and thus assist the
peoplef With regnrd to agricnltural settle-
ment, I am one of those who are in hearty
sywpathy with the settlement of people
upon the land. Allusion was made to me
by the hon. member for the Williams, who
was good enough tosay I was a friend of the
agricnlturist. [ do not follow the hon.
member exactly on kis lines, because I think
many of the forms of assistance to agricul-
turists have led them into a fool’s paradise.
The Agricultural Bank has been alluded to.

have only words of praise, My hopeis that
in the future it may becarried on in the sarce
gelf-denying spirit and with the same energy
that it has been carried on  hitherto. I shall
not oppose the proposed increased grant, I
belicve the Burean is one of the hest invest-
ments the country hes made. 11 has spread
abroad and is spreading abrond the very lest
of information. With regard to the rnilway
returns, I should like fo say, if hon., members
look they will see in the Estimates very
eareful unalyses given for every other depart.
ment, but in the railways the recciptaare put
down in one lumwp sum, £293,000. We know
there are tens of thousands of pounds that are
from wharfages. They are not railway receipte
at all

Mr. MaruioN: Fremantle revenue.

Me. SIMPSON : Yes. and nther places ns
well. The rates for wharfage have also been
increased since the railway department took
the jetties over. These are exact facts, 1w
glad to sce the Government propose to deal
with the Kcelesinstical Grunt. It may be help-
ful if hon. members express their views as to
how the religious bodies are to be dealt with.
[ think it will be well for us, when the mes-
sage comes before us, to consider whether the
Honuse should not determine the form of in-
vestentinte which this fund should be placed.
I know that many of the Churches have wnen
who carcfully guard the forms of investment
into which funds like this shall be put, but I
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think it worth while considering whether
Parlinment ghould not determine the form in
which the fundsshall be invested. There is
another matter T would very much . like to
have seen the tovernment spend a consider-
able snm upon, namely the development of
our timbe industry. I think the House fails
to realize the enormoas wealth therc is in the
timber industry. 1Delieve before verylong onr
railway department will be very largely ewiploy-
ed in hauling timber to our goldfields, particun-
Iarly on the Murchison and Pilbarra, and other
ficlds. Another small matter is the possihility
of working up an exporl trade in timber for
the block systemn. I shink that in the eity of
Perth £20,000 might well be spent in putting
down blocks of timber as pnvements in the
street toshow what can be done.

Me. A. ForresT: Why did you not suggest
it hefore ?

Mr. SIMPSON: The financial statement
that has been submitted is indeed a hopeful one.
It makes the conntry a pleasant one for the
pative born to live in, and it 13 equally
plensant for those who have made it their
adopted home. The future is bright ; and all
it reruires en our partare ¢éare and caution
worthy of il. The hon. membar for Northam
made rowe remarks on the land question. T
suppose there are few men who speak more
wisely or with wmore experience upsn the
question of the settlement of the land than he.
There is very much force in what he suggest-
od, as to scttlement upon the land. 1
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congratulate the country mnpon the splendid -

way it has responded in every dirvection to the
assigtance that has been given to it. T am
happy to be a member of the Legislatore to
weleomne the statement put before us by the
Hon. the Premier.

Mr. LEFROY : I do not intend to protract
this debate to any great exteat, hut the oc-
casion of a debate upon the Budget Speech is
generally used by those opposed to the Govern-
ment, as an opportanity to discuss their policy.
There is one thing that is very satisfactory to
my wind in the statement laid before us hy
the Hon. the Premier, and that is with regard
to the finances. The financial statement has
not been cavilled at to any great extent, by
those cultured a*d versatile critics, the hon
members for Albany and Nannine. That is a
very satisfactory thing to me. I feel very
certain that from the position those gentlemen
hold, if there were a lack of any great im-
provements they could and would have
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pointed them out, in connection with the state-
ment inade hy the Premicr. They would do so
in justice Lo the country. The hon.member for
Nannina dwelt very nuch upon the fact that
this colony was nt the present moment paying
something like £5 10s. per head taxation
through the Customs, ‘I'o me it does not
appear strange that it should heso. Hon.
members should remember that in this colony
there is probably a larger proportion of adult
popuiation, than in nny other part of the
world. They are nenrly all adnlt males who
come to this colony, I might also mention the
tact that last year, out of the revenne derived
from Customs, threc-cighths of it swere de-
rived from spivituous and fermented liquors
and from tobacco. Lam guite sure the hon,
member for Nannine will not approve of that.
I believe if we were to take the duty off every-
thing else, and leave those duties on, we
should still be reckoned aspaying about £3
per bead. 1 think the amount of taxation
does not show anything extravagant when
we remember the lurge influx of a male
population. The Anances show we have
prased through a year of very great pros-
perity, but I venture to say that never per-
haps during the hisiory of the colony was
there so much distress among the agrienltural
and pastoral people of the country. This fact
waa dealt with very largely by the Premier,
and I am happy to know the Government are
keeping their eyes upon these interests, and
that they are thoroughly awarc of the de-
pression in 8o maoy quarters. I think a very
great deal of the depression will soon lenve us,
becaunse we are having a betler season this
year than we have had for many years past.
I am hoping we have now left the low-water
mark. If oply the price of the greatest staple
product of Ausiraliz, wool, would go up a
little, T think our colony would be in a very
much better stote of permanent prosperity
than it is in af the present moment. T do not

* think it u serious maetter that the Hon. the
" Treasurer should under-eatimate the revenun,

I think it much better that bhe shounld do so.
I think it must be & very difficulty thiog undor
the present circumstaonces of the colony to
make A correct estimate of the revenuve. 'This
is o very different country, and in a very
different position, to Victoria, for instance,
which is probably stationary at the present
moment. I fancy it would be much easier in
that colony to come unearer the mark than in
this whers we canmot poasibly foresee what
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18 in the immediate future. | am not one of
thoge who think it is such = pity to spend
certain amounts of public wmoney npon
public  buildings. I think ounr public
buildings in several respects are a dis-
grace to us. There is nothing that strikes
a stranger to any country more than a
noble pile of splendid public buildings. I deo
not beligve in throwing money away. I think
in Meihourne they bave spent rather too
much money in this respect, but some of our
pulldic buildings are not in proportion to the
position the colony kolds among the counfries
of the world. I am pleased an amount
is set down on the Estimates for
improvements in this  direction. The
hon. member for Geraldton had not very
vory much to find fanlt with, except thut only
three men and a boy were found working at
the Fremantle jetty, aad that the Govern-
ment were leading some of owr farmers inte
o fool's paradise. I hope the people are not
80 foolish as to be led into u fool's paradise. I
think when people goon the soil it iz generaily
after matore consideration, They do not do
gu hurriedly, like some people take up sbares
in a gold mine. I hope the people who go on
the land willdo so to their own advantage, as
well as that of the conntry. [ thoroughly be-
lisve, with the hon. member for the Williams,
there will not be 8o much chaff and other
agrienltural products imported this current
year, ag were imported last year, I think the
Premier is quite right in not cstimating the
revenne highevthan he has done. Ifeciproud to
think that our country is in such a fourishing
condition ; and I am sure, when in future
yeara our children and our grand children
read the history of this coleny and its gold-
fields, it will read to them as some fairy tale.
[6 is most interesting at the present moment
to wateh the development of this country,and
I feel glad to think that we have at the pre-
sent moment, as members of our Ministry, o
hotly of men moved by putriotic motives, who
will, I am sure, do their best fo lead this
country on to the prosperity to which we all
look forward ; but if they fail, it will not, I am
sure, be done oun purpose, but through pure
misadventare.

Mr. MORAN: After waiting for an oppor-
tunity to say something in this debate, I think
we may now surmise that the “big guns” on
both sides of the House huve fired off their
charges, nnd that the smaller artitlery may
have play. Without complimenting the

[20 Avausr, 1895.]
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Governmment on the present state of the
colony—that Leing a song of which the Honse
is getting rather tired—wy intention is to
touch briefly on sume prominent features of
the Budget Specch. I wish to premise my
remarks by taking exception to the oft-
repeated assertion of the hon. member for the
Willizms, that the wmining representatives in
this House are fond of twitting the agrical-
tural portion of the population with heing
ingignificant and oninportant, Speaking for
myself, [ muat say that ncver on any single
occasion during the two sessions I huve been
in thie House have I opposed any measure
hrought forward for the benefit of agricul-
turists. Since the hon. member uttered his
complaint this evening, I have taken the
trouble to look through the Hansard record
for last session—[Mr, Piesse: Look through
the reports for this session]—and I say thut
if the hon. member makes such an assertion
as to Inst session, or thia session, and does not
prove it, the fuilure to produce proof will
discount any assertions of a like character he
muy make in the future. Speaking for myself,
and I think the hon. member for Nannine
will be able to vindicate himself a8 clearly,
I do not think any mining vepresentntive
in this Honse has shown antipathy to any
measure brought in for the benefit of agricul-
ture. The imputation thua "cust on the
mining members is altogether contradictory to
the Tfacts ag revcaled in the Hansard reports I
have referredto, [ think [ have supported
agricaltural railways when proposed in this
House, wlthough, perhaps, they have not had
too many recommendations to wnarrant their
construction a¢ the present time; but 1 sup-
ported them froma desire to see justice and
fair play, and perhaps a little more then fair
play, rendered to the people in agricultursl
districts, and I have never begrudged my sup-
port to them whenever I thought it would be
totheiradvantage thai particular worksshould
be undertaken. ‘iherefore I repudiate the
complaint of the hon. member for the Wil-
linms when he anye ceriain members of this
House talk as if the mining industry were
the only industry in the colony, and that
these members cast glura on the agriemltural
industry. [Me. Piesse: “ Twitted,” I said.]
1 hope gou (Mr. Piesse) will deat more in fact,
for the future, and less in asserlion.

Tae CrA1pMAY : The hon. member for Yil
garn ia out of order in addressing himself
te the hon. mewber for the Williama.
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Me. MORAN: I hope the Chairman will
protect me agnipst the hon. member’s inter-
jections. 1 will now refer to the revenue
derived from the railways, as being the most
important festure in the Premier’s Financial
Statement. I have before me the return I
called for on the subject of railway revenue,
and it is now almost a part of ancient history,
so long a time having elapsed between the
time I called for it and the date at which it
wna laid on the table. I am sorry the relurn
was not furnished some time ago,as I had
hoped to have had an opporinnity of tabling
a wmotion in reference to it. However, the
return shows that the total receipts from Go-
verament railways during the lash year were
£293,000, and that the receipts frow tne Yil-
garn railway alone amounted to £1446,000,
that one line having produced exactly one-
half the total received from all the railways,
As to the return itself, I am not altogether
satisfied 28 to the way in which the sfate-
ment has been made out, but it establishes
the fact that the earnings of the Yil-
gorn  traffic over the nrailway between
Fremantle and Southern Cross amounted to
one-half of the fotal earnings obtained from
all the Government railways in the colony.
I am taking the traffic earnings of that gold-
field railway separately as a basis of calcula-
- tion, for convenience, and I am reckoning the
population om the goldficlds served by that
railway as being in round numbers 20,000—
including Dundas and all the different contres
on those fields. The return shows that the
tutal enrnings of the railwany between Nox-
tham and Southern Cross was Iast year
£112,518. Ther there is the astounding
stotement that the total traffic enrnings of the
railway between Fremantle and Nor
tham were £138,161, and out of this
total we have 1o credit the goldfields
with only £28,221, leaving to the Northam
line as ordinary trafic a balance of
£109,940. It isa hard thing to contradict an
officially prepared report of this kind, and yet
T fear there ia some fallacy in i6, because if
there was £112,518 earned bhetween Northam
and Southern Cross, thare must be something
wrong in the statement of the amount earned
over the other length of railway. Later on, I
propose to question the accuracy of this
official return, and to examine the system on
which the totsls are mede wup. T say the
department hns not credited the goldfields
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enraings, for I believe Lhe direct and indirect
eurnings of the Yilgarn railway alone nmount
to considerably more than balf of the total
amount of the railway earnings in the colony.
I will now vefer to a debate which took place
in this House lnst session, and will rend just
one quotation of remurks made on an occasion
which will be well within the memory of hon.
members. I was speuking on the question of
the high railway rates charged for goldfields
traffic, und wn reported in Hansurd na having
uscd these words:—% Finally, he asked the
“ (dovernment to say whether, if they found
“the Yilgarn tailway was more than paying
“ the working expenges, they would reduce the
“ rate of freights to the ordinary scale.” The
Cowmmissioner of lailways in his place replied,
“Yes.” Then [ added, as stated in Hansard,
that I hoped the Government would stick to
that promise. That is the officiual record of
what wus snid. [A MinisTes: That is not
correct.] Well, there it is, reported in Han-
surd, and I ray if the Hansard reports are not
correct, I wish the Government would take the
trouble to see that they aie muade correct, be-
cause a responsible statement of that kind,
appearing in the official record of debases,
must carry consideralle weight. T say the
time hasecome for the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to vindicate his promise. I say that if
the divect earnings on that line 1ast year were
£112,518, as uppearsin the return [ have re-
ferred to, the time has comewhen that promise
made by the Minister may, with justice, be
carried out. Thab amount of earnings must
be well above the working cost of that rail-
way, and above the cost of interest on the
capital outlay. I will endeavor, later on, to
place before the House a statewent showing
what is the exact percentage of earnings on
the total cust of comstruction and the work-
ing expenses, and then we shall see what
the Minister's promise is worth, and we shall
see also how much the Yilgarn railway is
paying towards sowe of the duffer railways
in other parts of the cclony. I helieve
that those members who are always lay-
ing befors this House questions and little
requests for the Agricultural Bureau will
be pleased to see that we who represent
the goldfields are not only willing to give to
the agricultural rnilways and other proposals
of that vature their just due, bat something
wore than their due, and these members
will, I hope, recogmise that the time hasy

traffic with a sofficient proportion of the l come for them to give to the goldfields com-
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munity an oppertunity for getting our mining
machinery and other necessaries carried by
vailway at the ordinary rates of charge,
instead of those specially high ates which
“have prevailed since the Yilgnm Railway was
opened to Sonthern Cross.
stead of imputing motives to mining members
in this House, those hon. members who vepre-
sent agriculturnl districts will deal with our
proposals in the same spirit in which we deal
with theirs. I, for one, strongly supported
the proposal 6o establish the Agricultoral
Bank. I also strongly supported the proposcd
agricaltural railway to Bridgetown; and [
sayj the goldfields members have supported
every practical proposal made in this House
for advancing the interests of ngriculture.
Snrely, therafore, when I come forward witha
request that justice be done to the wining
community which T represent—und we
do not want to pay less railway
freight than the people who use rail-
ways in other parts of the colony —
I hope I shall cbtain the sympathy and support
of every fuir-minded member in this Honse. Pas-
sing now to the general revenue of the colony,
the amount received from Customs last year
wag.£513,000. The hon. member for Nannine
has supplied me with a basis of calcnlation, in
stating that every wember ¢f the community
pays an average of £5 10s. to the Customain
taxation on dutinble fnports. Thercfove,
taking the popnlation of the Coclgurdie and
neighboring goldfields at 20,000 persons—
nearly all male ndults—and reckoning only
the same averago of taxation per head for
these male adults, we find that the Yilgarn
district nlone contributed last year through
the Customs £110,000; and we may expect
that, with the increase going on, the amount
received from these people will be increased in
this cnrrent yoar to £120,000 or perhaps
£130,000, Coming now to mining revenue,
the total amonnt paid to the Government lnst
year was £51,049. Taking a moderate esti-
mate of the proportion paid by the people re-
siding on and connected with the Yilgarn
goldfields—including as they do Southern
Cross, Coolgardie, Hannan's, White Feather,
1.0.U., Kurnalpi, Mount Margnret, Black
Flag, Silerin, Broad Arrow, and other rapidly
growing centres, also including the Dundas
field—1 am sure my fizures are below
the wark when T say that the Yil-
garn goldfields paid £30,000 out of the
£50,000 received. I think that must be
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below the mark, considering the revenue which
these people pay on account of leases, buai-
ness licenses, miners’ rights, and so on. It
may be said again, as it has been said before,
that in this House I advocate the mining in-
terost alone ; but my answer is that I prefer
to mind the business and the interests of those
I was sent here to ropresent, and to look after
$he concerns of my own constitnency ; for it
is only just to them that tacts should be stated
in this House, and that when my constituents
arg paying a large revenue to the country, the
FPremier and the Government should not pass
too lightly over the matter of this revenue.
‘When we see the mining population nre pay-
ing to the revenue more than half of the total
amount contributed by the whole population
of the colony, this fact gives a large handle to
those who advocate 2 water supply and other
necessary conveniences on those growing
fields which have not yet received sufficient
attention from the Government or this House.
The facts I place before the House, and the
remarks which may be made upen them, will
be recorded in Hansard, end I think the
country will recognise the justice of the
claims made on behalf of thess poldficlds.
The amount of revenue received from bnsinesa
licenses must be considerable, and I put it
down aa being at least £2,000; the amount
for postal services I cefimate roughly at
£10,000 received from these 20,000 people on
the Yilgarn goldfields, and they wre all persons
who have some correspondence through the
post office. If the amounts [ am estimating
are considered too high, I challenge contra-
diction of the figures. Coming now to stamp
duty, the total revenue for last year was about
£22,000; and, considering the large transsc-
tions upon the goldfislds in the sale of leases
—trahsactions so lnrge and frequent that this
colony had never before seen, or even dreamt
of, tranaactions of this magnitude ocourring
here until the recent great devolopments
changed the condition of the colony—I esti-
mate that about £7,000 of the total was
contributed from these goldfields alone.
Coming next to telegrams, if there is one
department that the mining industry hae kept
going and helped in expanding, it is the tele-
graphic department; for nnly these of us who
are actively interested in the mining industry,
and have to send or receive dozens, scores,
hundreds of telegrams within o short time
can be fully aware of the vast amount of tele-
graphic business now carried on in connection
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with these goldfields. To illustrate, I
may mention that on last Satnrday, in
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have seen these over-worked servanis on duty
ot all hours, and I dare say some hon. members

connection with public business, I received ; in this House, when visiting the goldfields—

ten telegrams from various parts of my own
constituency ; the messages and the replies
had to bo paid for: and I am sure the mewm-
bers of this House who are commected with
mining have paid in one month woere than
£10 for telegrams and cabley alone. KEvery
perron who is actively connected with shares
and miniag in this colony does his Lusincas
by the quick process of telegraphing, for if

probably the hon. member for Albany can bear
me out hy what he has seen there—have seen

“these punbiic servants working till three or

four o'clock in the morning. I am codeavor-

, ing to show, by these rumarks, that when we
. camne forward with just claims for the gold-
_ fields community, we ave not pubting forward

you want to be up to time in business of this ‘

kind you must use the felegraph. 'L'aking
£38,000 as the total revenue received -
for telegrams lnat yenr, I estimute

that quite £18,000 of this amount, or one-
half of the whole, wns received for telegrama
in connection with the Yugnim goldfields,
For the water supply I take the revenue at
£10,000 for the year. Now, putting together
all these sources of revenue, 29 I have eosti-
mated them, the proportion paid by the
Yilgarn community
£146,000, Customs £110,000, Mining revenue,
£30,000, DLicenses £2,000, Poatal £10,000,
Stamps £7,000, Telegrams £15,000, and Water
Supply £10,000; making a total of £324,000
paid by the community on these goldfields
alvne. I think there is s Minister or two left
to reply, and surely they will have listened
te what [ have said, and will have an op-
portunity to contradict my figures, if that be
necessary. Let us haveopea und fuir debate
upon facts and principles; and,
quote figures and facts, we should be pre-
pared to stand by them. But 1 say the figures
I have given are below a fuir estimate, rather
than sbove it. Then we have the estimated
expenditure for mining purposes during the
current year, amounting to £33,000 for the
administration of the whole of these gold-
fields. We have for Water Supply £43,000.
[Tue Presier: £20,000 of that is spent
already.] Well, that leaves £23,000 remain-
ing to be expended. We have also the up-
keep of railways to goldfields, and of postal
services, Twning to the salariez paid to
officers in these services on the goldfields, you
will find the highest salary is less than £200,
and the rest range down to £80, while the
total amount paid for the postal and tele-
graph services on these goldfields is not much.
Todeed these under-paid servants are so over-
worked that we have succeeded in killing four

nny extraordinary claims. Indeed on this
ovcasion [ am simply vindicating those who
have recognised the fact that n considerabla
revenue comes from these goldfields, and that
the colony depends on them very largely for
its prosperous and improved ¢condition. There
will be further cluims for water supply ; and T
say that, hefore the coming summer is over,
and notwithstanding all the welcome rain
that has fullen during this winter, there

" will be some extracrdinary demands on

" the Government

will be :—Railways -
" and, besidea

when we |

for water
miningy centres of
no doubt that will be so,
that, we must remembher
that there is a growing agitation in the
large centres for the Government te do
something for the sanitation of the fowns,
by making some provision for sanitation
outside the boundavies of the municipalities,
where large nwmbers of meu are congre-
gnted, and where some sanitary arrunge-
ments should be enforced for protecting the
general health of the community. From
Coolgardie and Hannana’s, in particular, the
Premier will have received representations
that there is no precaution taken outside the
town boundaries for protecting the public
health. The necessity for wmaking this sani-
tary provision should be looked upon as a
public duty. No doubt Ferth and Fremnuntle
have both suffered from the fever which has
beea broughtdown from the goldfields—not
throngh any inheront unhealthiness of the
woldfields climate, bub simply from the fact
that sunitation is not daly attended to
outside the town boundaries. These are
the only ¢wo items — water supply
and sanitation—that T now ask the Govern-
ment to keep their eyo on. When extra-
ordinary demands such as I have indicated are
made on the Governwent, I hopu they will
deal with them promptly. [ cordially sup
port the member for Northmn in kis agri-
cultural demand that something should he

supply at
the new population.

There is

or tive ut Coolgardie—killed with over-work. [ | done by way of forcing wettlement, along the
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unused lands of the Avon Valley. T will not
detain the House longer. Thope the Guvern-
ment will take the opportunity of replying
to what I bave zaid, by admitting the facts
stated, or by showing that they are fiction. -
I have struck what T believe to be o fair -
proportion, in my estimate of the rovenue
received from theso goldfields, and I have ;
shown that, besides the general impetus given
to the trade of the colony by these goldfields, .
and the indirect revenue received through the
Customs, as well as the rilway revenue from
goldfields traffic, these poldfields have
returned to the Grovernment o large direct
rovenne frow leases, licenses, stamps, and
miners' rights. In reference to the claim
of these fields for o rednction of railway
rates to the ordinary level, I ° intend
to table a motion before long with the
object of doing jnstice to the mining com-
munity in the wmatter of railway raotes, .
by enabling these people to have ti eir mining -
machinery and raw material carried to the |
fiolds at ordinary rates. I am sare the in- !
crense in trade, and the development of the !
ficlds that will follow as n consequence of the i
reduction in rates of carriage, will more than ,
repay the Government for any immedinte loss }
|
!

of revenune on the goldfield lines.

Me. GEORGE: I do not intend to wmake
many remarks in this debate, which cannot,
however, be considered to be unprofitable, ‘
because 8o many experts have given us the \
benefit of their special knowledge, and anp- |
pled us with figures which no one has yet
controverted. T must draw attention to the
fact thot there is not a quorum present.

Tug CHaRMAN: I flnd there is now &
quorum present.

Mr. GEORGE: I think the TFinancint
Statement given by the Premier is one we I
can all be proud of—one which the Premier
ghould be proud to have had the opportunity 3
of delivering to this House and to the whole '
world. It is a tale of prosperity which the “
last year has given to this colony, and it I
also gives a fair picture to those persons in
other parts of the world who may be looking
with interest to Western Australin, as to
what this colony has been in the past year
and what it is likely to be in the coming
yenr. One part I would draw attention to
is the fact that the old idea which was
prevalent, that persons coming here from
other colonies or different parts of the world i
would be viewwd with jealousy by those who;
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have been long in the colony, is now dis-
pelled, and the Premier, in his statement,
haa shown that we are all desirous of in-
vitiug and welcoming people who may come
here from outside, to cast in theis lot with
us and help us te push the colony
Another thing I mmuait congratulate
the Premier om, and I was pleased that
‘he had the courage to state it s0 em-
photicully, and that is the fact that rail-
ways in purely agricultural districts can be
made to pay in this colony. Asa representu-
tive of an agricaltural district, T am glad to
have heard that statement made on such high
authority ; and I hope that the Premier, feal-
ing the full weight and significance of his
statement on that point, will not refuse to
other ngricultural districts the snme facilities
that he and his Government have given, with
the consent of Parlinment, to the south-western
districts. [M=z, R. F. SnowLyn : Your rail-
ways will not pay,] I decline to accept the
hon. member for the Gascoyne as an expert in
railway matters, and, any way, it was a very
fair experiment for the country to make,
and I hope the conntry will make a few more
such experiments. While the Premier was
apenking, I interjected that the £40,000 which
he proposed to vote for the purchase of ad-
ditional rolling stock was too small o sum for
the requirements of the present railways; but
he assured me, with all the weight of his posi-
tion, that this sum was all the conntry could
nfford to epend at present. T was sorry to
hear that.

Tue PrEmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I did
not say that is all we can afford.

Mg, GEORGE: Well, [ 20 understood it;
and I think the interjoction I made, that the
amount was too little, was fully warranted by
the fact that the railways in this colony have
not sufficient {rucks for working one half the
present traffic properly. The state of disre-
pair in which the rolling stock—the loco-
moetives, the trucks, and the coaches—are in
now is absolutely disgraceful to the depart-
ment; and when we find that only £40,000 is
put down in the Estimates for additional rofl-
ing stock—when we find also that it is almost
impossible to get imported goods conveyed
sway from Fremantle ns the great recciv-
ing depit of the colony—then I  say
my ioterjection was quite justified, and
is deserving of more than passing note.
There can be no question as to the roll-
ing stock being in the state of disrepaic that [
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bave described, for if any hon. member who
understands the matter, or has cvena little
superficial knowledge, will take his stand near
he railway, say in Perth, and see and hear the
locomotives knocking and knocking os if they
were old tin-kettles, or if he will go to Fre-
mantle and see the dreadful state the loco-
motives there are in, and will observe the way
they knock and rattle like old concerus, that
practical observation will eonvince him that
£40,000 18 far too little for the purchase of
additional rolling stock, Aud I say this state
of thingsis a disgrace to the department
which pretends to esupervise these old loco-
motives and trucks, which are the things that
should earn freight for making the railways
pay. The Commigsioner of Railways may deny
that this is so, but the facts are there to be
seen.

Tur Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): The
£40,000 is for additional rolling stock.

Mr. GRORGE : Yes ; but I suythe locomo-
tives being in this bad state of repair, £40,000
will not provide additional rolling stock
sufficient for immediate requirements. Tt
ie « notorious fact thut stuf imporied into
Fremantle islying there spoiling, becanse you
have not sufficient rolling stock forconveying
the staff up the line to Perth and other places,
Two years ago there was a great outery in
this country about the want of trucks and the
consequent block at FPremuantle, and when the
Commissioner of Eailwas s went there tosee the
state of things for himself, what did he find?
Goods were lying outside the sheds exposed
to the weather, und no tarpauling even for
covering them temporarily. Then a great
offort was made to build more sheds, and they
are ava-lable now; hut the imports have been
increasing, and the sheds are filled with goods
which cannot be conveyed away fast enough
for want of railway rolling stock. Only the
other week at Fremantle, I saw huge piles of
imported produce which this country does not
yetgrowinsufficient quan tity, thoungh I think it
will do so before long, and this imported pro-
duce waa uncovered, without even tarpaulins
to protect it from rain, I say that proper
management would have had the foresight to
arr mnge for t he erection of sheds sufficient for
the increasing traffic, in order to prevent the
loss and ruin that are going on now. With re-
ference to the cost of constructing new railways
in this country, thelatest contract let wasat the
very low costof £300 per wile for construction,
That is a cirgumstance which we cannot hope
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will ¢ontinue in this colony; but I ask the
Government to comsider that the amount of
money they will save hetween the actual
amount of the railway contract and the
amount 6f the departmental estimnate for the
work wmight be fairly and equitably devoted
to providing the requisite rolling stock
required for carrying on the railway trufiic
of the country, If the Government
cap apply the money in that way, I,
for one, shall be well pleased. There
is aoother item in the Estimates for
additional improvements to opened railways,
£40,000. T do hope some information will be
given us befere we commence to debate each
item, and that is an item which might fairly
be explained.

Tue Preniesr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : We will
give all the information.

Mr. GEORGE: There is arother item I
would like to see, in connection with the
Public Works Department—that is 1 would
like to see in the Estimates some item from
which compensation could be drawn in cases
where the unjust and stringent claunses of
contracts press hardly on contractors, and
under the conditions of which redress for con-
tractors ie practically out of the question.
During this session we have had an attempt
made to bring inte this House a notoricus
case wherein a contractor has been deult with
unjustly and unfairly by the Works Depart-
ment. The man is now left cut in the coldq,
pressed by conditions which are absolutely
unjust and tyrannical—conditionsunder which
no honest contractor can do justice to the
work and justice to himself, withont finding
himself brought before the very man who
made the conditions, to decide the points at
isgue. Thisiathe only country I know of whers
the Engineer-in-Chief is allowed to be the sole
arbiter on conditione he himself made in a
contract. It is o scandal, and prevents a
better tone obtaining among the contractors
for public works in this colony. To show how
the system operates, there is an estimate pre-
pared, say, by the Public Works Department ;
and the whole reputation of the departmental
heudsbeing dependent on the question whether
the amount of the estimate is exceedod or not,
there is no care whatever as to what expediont
i used, provided the work is kept within the
amount of the estimate, but if exceeded at
all, and something has to be paid which is
not provided for in the estimate, still
if, by boek or crook, the Department can
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manage to serew o contractor down, they do
80, and it is nothing to the Department if
fhey rTuin hiw, so that he finishes the contract.

Tuw Charrman (referring to an interrup-
tion) : My conduct having been challenged
this evening for allowing any interruption
at oll while a2 member is speaking, I shall
be glad if hon. members will allow the
hon. member for the Murray to have ab-

" solute silence during the continuance of his
speech,

Mr. GEORGE: There have Dbeen recent
washaways on the South.-Western railway,
end I would like to point out that, in mak-
ing surveys for new railways, it would be
well for the department to give some atten-
tion to representations made hy the “oldest
inhabitant ” in the distriet as to the raiu-
fall.  'That authority as to the weather
may be looked wupon by sekilled officers
of the Works Depurtment as being wmerely
a mythical individual; but, all the same,
T say that if ‘'the’ ¢oldest iohabitant”
in the South-Western railway district had
been consulted a8 to the quantity of rain
falling at periods, there would have been
given to the department valuable information,
which might have prevented these wushaways,
There can be no guestion about the correctness
of any of my staiements, because they are
Jbased on fucts. If there is one thing more
than another that the public works poliey
tonds to foster, it is that the present systom
of the department is causing to grow up a
hugesystem of day work. What on earth do
the heads of the Works Department mean hy
it? Imstead of fostering private enterprise

. and encouraging o race of small contractors,
who would form a nucleus of their own
sevoral staffs of workmen, and be able
to do the contract jobs let out by the depart-
ment in a cheaper and more, economicnl
manner than the Government could do the
work, on the contrary, there seems to ben
feeling on the part of the Government to go
on extending this policy of doing work by duy
labor, instcad of letting it out im emall
contracts. 'Thera are, for instance, the
Fremnntle harbor works, nbout which we hear
so much ; and T have not the slightest hesita-
tion in saying that this work, if let out to con-
tractors, could have heen doneat a much less
cost to the country, and up to the full demands
of the Engineer-in-Chief. Buithe department
prefers the policy of doing this and other works
by duy labor, and, by allowing it Lo go ou, this

[20 Avuauer, 1895.]

Estimates 1895-6. 631
House will be multiplying the staff of officers,
who have to be paid large salaries ; and, what
is more dangeronms, you will be gathering
around you a large crowd of day workers, who
may find here, as has been found elsewhers,
that their very existence depends on the
election or continuance in power of a party, or
& Government, which will -pursue a policy of
borrowing and spending om public works,
in order to provide employment, at any
cost, for the crowds of workers at-
tracted here by thie dangerous policy.
We have seen the evil vesults of that
gystem in Vieloria, and I hope this col-
ony will take a cautionary lesson, and will
beur in mind what has been the misfortune of
other colonies which have depended too much
ou loan expenditure. I know that, in Vic-

-torta, £56,000 was spent on the construction of

one railway, and within nine wonths of its
completion the Government, finding they had
made o huge mistake, that there was no traffic
or revenue to speak of, suddenly changed
their plan, and pulled up the rails and sleep-
ers which had been laid ; and there are now
18 miles of enrthwork, with bridges, standing
useless to this day, as & monument to the
folly of carrying out this wost suicidal policy
of political log-rolling. [ hopz and believe
the Prewier here has foo much sense to
allow  himeelf to be carried away by
such influences ; and I do hope the
idea of waking the Govermment in this
colony a buge employer of voters whose
very existence depends on tho carrying out of
a public works policy at any cost, will be stop-
ped and done away with entirely. I would also
like to see some rule—and in this matter some
older politicians than myself can probably say

.whether the idea is practical or is not, though

I am perhaps too young a member to speak
with authority and weight on the matter—
I would like fo see sotne system by which each
electoral district should¥be able to ascertain,
from year to year, how much of the public
money available it should have spent on works
within its area, instead of the people in any
dietrict being made to feel that, whatever they
may get now as the result of importunate
solicitations by their member or by deputa-
tions, it is given to them as o favor. Asfar as
my own district and its wants are concerned, L
can freely say that the Premier has been very
kind whenever [ have gone to bhim and put
any public requirement before him. I do
not know whether it it due the fact that I
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have not asked for anything wunreasonable;
but etill T would like to feel that as to the
district T represent, what is granted to it is
given ot aright and not as a favor, and not
thut I shouid have to go to a Dlinister and
importune him inte giving me that as
u favor which should be the right
of the district. The hon.
for Northpm spoke of the inereases of salary
to various officers. I am not an advocate of
poorly-paid servants, and have never, as an
ewployer, paid a poor wage, therefore T would
like to see better salaries paid to good servants,
and I would like to see fower men employed.
and of & better class, to carry on the Public
Works Department, I would like to eee more
individual action on the part of officers, and
less of red-tape formality. I do not liketoses,
as it has been iy ill-fortune to see while act-
ingas a member of the Civil Service Commission
was enquiring into the Works and Railways
Department, huge piles of paper referring to
matters of routine, and what are they all
about? They are about small matters which
an ordinary man of business would dispose of
in & much shorterway. Isay, putat theheadof
a department better men; who will know how
to get through the work expeditiously, with-
out piling up these heaps of paper records,
Instend of spending £23,000 in building o new
Supremme Court, we shall, if this red-tape sys-
tem goes on, have tospend £250,000 in building
a record room of sufficient capacity for storving
these accumulating heaps of useless paper, and
then probably have to vote £25,000 annuaily
for clerks io keep the record in proper order.
We may, by the way, have to start a paper mill
for ultimately grinding up these paper records,
which are being piled up now in all directions,
There is another matter. Recently the Com-
missioner of Railways called on me to bear
witness and to bless the fair treatment
his department mete out to contractors;
but, as I could not conscientiounsly bless,
I did my best to do the other thing, I
now re-assert, with ull the weight I ¢nn, whal
1 previcusly said as to the way in which pub-
lic accounts are paid in connection with the
Works and Railways Departwent. 1 sayagain
the system is u disyrace to the department;
und I say it without fear of contradiction. I
suy that, if the I'rcasnrer would only lock into
the matter, he wonld e:urn the thanks of the
community ; for the fact is that, at preseul:,'
after persovs have done work for thal depart-

ment, they cannot tell when they will get the
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money. The excuse inay be that the nceount
is not passed, or the voucher has been lost, or
some such excuse. That sort of thing cceurp
more particularly in the Public Works De-
partment; and therc have been some great in-
stances of it within the last few months.
After I had referred to it in this House on a
previous occasion, [ found thal one of the
largest accounts was paid two days afterwards,
and I helieve the Commissioner had himself
inquired into that case. 'The "'reasurer would
earn the Lhanks of the peaple by inveatigut-
ing the cuuse of these delaysand putiings
stop to the as soon as possible. 2ly vemarks
in this debate, have been addressed to the
Government, with the object of showing how
the Frensurer’s financial statement has struek
me; and although many of us may differ from
the Premier on vavious pointa, still onr re-
murks, if taken in the proper way, should be
of consideralle use to him for the information
they convey, and I hope that on this occasion
they will result in some good.

His Excellency the Governor, £1,416:

M=z. R. F. SHOLL said some attention
should be drawn to this item, und it appenred
as if some explanation from the I'remier was
necessary. ‘There had been Juid on the table
of the House certain regulations controlling
the expenditure in connection with Go-
vernwient House. He failed to see that the
provisions in these regulations were borne oub
in the BEstimates. TUnder the Estimates o
¢lerk wos to be paid £250, butthat amount was
different to what was stated inthe Regulations
and the gardeners were also to be brought
under olher control. It would be far better
for the Estimates to carry out the Regulations.

Tur PEEMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) de-
sired fo pointoutthat the Regulations referred
to were not yet in force, nor would they be so
long as the present Governor held office. ‘The
Estimates were prepured before there wag any
resignation—in fuct, Sir William Robinson was
at present the Governor, and until he re-
signed or vacutedthe position, the Regulations
cowld not be brought into force. The expendi-
tare wus really the same as it would Le under
the Regulations, only it appestred under differ-
ent headings to what it would when another
Governor was appuinted.  The alterntiou
would be iade ns soon as there was o change
in the Governor.  So fur as the clerk veferred
to wasconcerned, he really did (Govermment

work, and nvt what wight be called the per-
L
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sonal work of a Governor.

Me. R. . SHOLL would much prefer that
the Repgulations were adhered fo instead of the
old order of things being retuined.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
emphngised the fact that the Regulations
would be followed out in the Estimates when-
wver a change in the Governorship took plice.
it could not be done with the present
Governor.

Mg, B. F. SHOLL enquired who the pre-
sent Governor was, Did the colony have a
Governorat all?  'Was he getting paid ?

Tue PreMier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Ho is
receiving balf salary.

Mz, R. F. SHOLL felt it neccssary fo urge
an extraordinary fact-—or at least; it appeared
tn him extraordinary, in the extreme—that a
Governor of the colony shiould be permitted to
be a director of a gold-mining company, and
also of a bank. He knew the Governor was re-
ceiving mouney from several companies, and
it appenred thal he was getting hnlf-pay as
Governor, ns well. When Lord Hopetoun,
the Governor of Victoria, went away
on six months’ leave of absence, and
was appointed to unother position before
it ecxpired, he imme ‘iately informed the
Government of that colony that he would nob
accept anything further. ‘fo my mind the
Ministry should at once telegraph ita protest
aguingt the Governor acting on the boards of
companies while Governor of this colony.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the leave of absence was granted by the
Imperial Government—not by this Govern-
ment. He pointed out that there was nothing
in the Estimates contrary to tho Regulations,
and these Repulations would be enforced as
soon as o mew (Governor was appointed, Sir
Willinm Rohinson’s lcave of absence had been
extended to Aungust 16th, but the Ministry
had not been informed whether .he had
vemigned, or whether a fucther exten-
sion of leave had been granted. They
fully expccted to hear something ahout
the matier without delay, and he conld see no
reason to object to the Estimate in its
present forwn, when the Honse was sssnred
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that the Kegulations wounld be adhered to in

future.

Ale. R. ¥, SHOLL belicved that even now

the vote should be strictly in accord with the
Regnlations., The keeping up of the Grounds
and Gardens, and other items, were to he
taken out of the control of the Governor, und
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that should be done right away. Thore hnd
been an ocension where n Governor had
approprinted the vote for gardencrs in order
to puy -hia domestica, and the Regulutions
wonld prevent that sort of thing.

Tne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) hardly
understood it to be possible for the vote to e
appropriated in this way, even under the
present system. It could only have been
done when the vote was, as a whole, for
Government House, without details. How-
ever, ne assured the House that the vote
would be in accordance with the Regulitions
as soon as o tresh Governor was appointed.

Vote put and passed.

Fxccutive Councit, £255:

Put and passed.

Legislative Council, £2,145:

Mk, R. ¥. SHOLL poticed that amony the
increnses wag one of £50 to the Hensard
repovter. Wasa he over-worked in that
Chaher ?

‘I'vg PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest); He
has certuinly been poorly paid.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again. ’

PROTECTION AND RE{COVERY OF CROWN
PROFERTY BILL.
Introduced by Siz J. FORREST (in the
absence of Me. Burt) and read a ficst
fiwe.

SALE OF G0OODS BILL.
Introduced by Me JAMES and read »
first time.

FREE PASSES ON THE RAILWAYS,

Mg. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
moved that a return be laid on the table of
the House showing:—

1. Al persons to whom railway free passes
have been given between lst July, 1894, and
1st July, 1895.

2. The reasons, in each case, why the free
pass was given.

3. The dwration of the free pass.

This returnnet to include freca passes to
railway officials in conuoection with deparl-
mental work.

Agreed fo.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.30 o’clock p.m.




